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The need of improvement 
in Higher Education
of Pakistan
THE EDUCATION sector of 
Pakistan needs a long overhaul 
in order to get the sustainable 
result that is in accord with the 
future challenges. The incum-
bent government of Pakistan is 
focusing to make country.........

Notice
The office has estab-

lished an Investigation 
Cell in order to unfold il-
legitimate activities as well 
as sensitize our readers 
on grey areas in various 
sectors including Science 
& Technology, Energy, 
Information Technology, 
Agriculture, Environment, 
Education and Health. 
Under this initiative, we 
plan to start publishing 
articles and news reports 
this Cell would clear af-
ter thorough scrutiny of 
information and related 
documents. Our readers 
can also share with us any 
information or documents 
about any illegitimate or 
non-professional activity or 
policy in these sectors for a 
good cause. Their identity 
would be kept confidential 
in any case.
Information can be shared at:
+92 51 2607219
Mobile: 03336383241
Email: ic@technologytimes.pk

Coordinated and integrated eff orts 
can certify S&T advancement 

Ahsan Jamil

THE DEVELOPED countries 
have always emphasized on scien-
tific developments to identify, hone 
and extract maximum out of the 
resources available in country; in 
fact S&T development can prompt 
to create resources for national de-
velopment and economic uplifting. 
The proactive role of S&T organiza-
tions and linkages are much impor-
tant and need of the hour. The de-
liberations made on improvement 
of the sector need persistent efforts 
to ensure apt implementation of 
the policies in order to surface the 
road to prosperity.

The esteem agency for S&T pro-
motion Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) Science Foun-
dation (ECOSF) held 2nd meeting 
of the Board of Trustees here is Is-
lamabad this week to identify areas 
of regional improvements in S&T 
sector and implementation plan 
and review the progresses made 
over the years.The dignitaries from 
experts, policy makers, diplomats, 
scientists from eight member states 
of ECOSF participated in the meet-
ing.

Prof. Dr. Manzoor Hussain 
Soomro, President of the ECOSF, 
talking to media said, “The scien-
tific and technological develop-
ments demands stern actions of 
mutual cooperation through joint 
R&D activities, student and faculty 
exchange programmes, exchange of 
scientific knowledge and interdis-
ciplinary applied research in order 
to abet the national and regional 
cooperation and make sure to leave 
a better world for the coming gen-
erations”.

Dr Mojtaba Sadighi, Deputy 
Minister and President of Student 

Affairs Organization, I.R. Iran, 
talking exclusively to Technology 
Times emphasized on the need of 
popularization of science, he said, 
“The scientific advancement also 
requires dissemination of scientific 
information to the masses. The gen-
eral public and youth in particular 
can be accessed through the con-
ventional and unconventional ways 
like television, newspapers, and the 
relatively new entrant the internet. 
Nowadays, communication has also 
become advanced and it can be 
termed as ‘smart communication’ 
therefore just serious intents are 
required to project scientific ad-
vancements through optimum me-
dia coverage. The media outlets are 
required to come up and give the 
due weightage for the noble cause 
of S&T popularization”.

The S&T promotion and aware-

ness and community level involve-
ment is necessary in order to 
broaden the scale of productivity. 
The participants of the meeting 
unanimously agreed to boost coop-
eration among the member states 
of ECOSF including Afghanistan, 
Azerbaijan, Iran, the Kyrgyzistan, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and 
Turkmenistan. 

Another important aspect is the 
effective monitoring of national 
needs and the dynamics that govern 
the changes in S&T sectors. There-
fore frequent revisit of policies is 
also required to align the orienta-
tion of priorities with the need of 
time and to ensure the directional 
righteousness in terms of initiatives.

The ECOSF member states 
pledged to take up the challenges 
faced by the countries and hailed 
various programmes of the organi-

zation paving the way for scientific 
promotion and creation of knowl-
edge based economies. The science, 
technology if coupled with innova-
tion can do wonders and can quash 
the monstrous challenges faced by 
the nation. The innovation and 
improvisation are key drivers which 
can be the game changer in revers-
ing the ‘lack luster’ scenario. 

The integrated efforts of academ-
ia, S&T organizations, industry, en-
gineering institutes, R&D and the 
pressure groups working for S&T 
promotion in the country need to 
fuse together to produce synergic 
impact and render the objectivity 
at national as well as regional level 
for economic stability. The engage-
ment of youth is highly imperative 
in the existing circumstances and 
the ECOSF member countries ex-
perts stressed on it categorically.

Pakistan 
introduces project 

for ‘knowledge 
based economy’

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The accreditation and recog-
nition of students’ achieve-
ments in different fields 
is significant to encourage 
them and also in creation 

of competitive ecosystem 
in education sector. The 
‘ILM Pakistan Movement’ 
was launched recently in 
a ceremony organized by 
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC). The motive of 
the project is to realize the 
importance of civic responsi-
bility amongst students and 
impart the necessary pros 
required for sustainability in 
education sector by acknowl-
edging the accomplishments 
of students.

Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Re-
forms Ahsan Iqbal was the 
chief guest of the event. He 
said while addressing to the 
participants, “Youth and 
education relation must be 
fostered through enabling 
policies and this initiative of 
ILM Pakistan Movement is 
one façade of the blueprint 
of government righteous pol-
icies. Through Science edu-
cation, literacy rate uplifting 
and technological innova-
tions Pakistan can become 
one of the developed coun-
tries as it is endowed with 
immense natural resources 
that can be utilized for na-
tional development and eco-
nomic sustainability”.

NEPRA  approves 
tariff  for 350MW 
Coal Power Plant

Mangla capacity 
enhancement 

project started

SAARC countries pledge 
to foster S&T cooperation

NAYS conducts ‘Biosafety 
Training Workshop’ at KUST

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
The tariff of 350MW Coal 
fired power plant has been 
approved. The power plant 
is first of its kind project 
which will be set up at Port 
Qasim, Karachi by private 
company Siddiqsons Energy 
Limited (SEL). 

A. Rahim Rafi, Chief 
Executive Officer SEL com-
mented on the approval of 
the tariff, “NEPRA approval 
of upfront tariff for this coal 
fired power plant will help to 
speed up the progress on this 
project. The company strives 
to bring innovative cost ef-
ficient energy solutions and 
development of energy sec-
tor in Pakistan to address the 
chronic energy crisis in Paki-
stan and thus play our part 
in energy production and na-
tional development at large”.

“Coal is the cheapest 
source of electricity and 
world has already tapped 
coal reservoirs to meet their 
energy demands. The global 
trend shows that 41 percent 
of world is producing elec-
tricity through coal unlike to 
that Pakistan is only produc-
ing a paltry 1 percent of its 
energy share through coal”, 
he further added.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority (WAPDA) 
has taken up the Mangla 
Dam refurbishment project 
to enhance the generation 
capacity from 1,000 MW to 
1310 MW. 

Chairman WAPDA, Za-
far Mahmood said while 
talking to media, “The ener-
gy shortfall challenge could 
only be addressed only if 
we establish new electricity 
generation resources as well 
as enrich the existing power 
plants. This Mangla Dam 
capacity enhancement pro-
ject aims to cater the need of 
electricity production; WAP-
DA is committed to make 
sure timely completion of 
the project within the stipu-
lated time”. The Mangla 
Dam refurbishment project 
costs Rs 52 billion and will 
be completed in three phas-
es. A 310 MW generation 
capacity will be enhanced as 
a result of this project. In ad-
dition, the enhanced water 
capacity of the dam would 
provide about three million 
acre feet of additional water 
for irrigation apart from gen-
erating an extra 620 million 
units of low-cost electricity.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Pakistan entails a highly 
developed bioremediation 
system for water treatment 

purposes. It was recognized 
by South Asian Association 
of Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) member countries 
during the meeting at Na-
tional Agricultural Research 
Centre (NARC) on ‘Paki-
stan Bioremediation Model, 
Prospects, and Replication 
in SAARC Countries”. Del-
egates from SAARC mem-
ber countries including 
Afghanistan, Maldives, Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and 
Bangladesh were present in 
the meeting.

Chairman Pakistan Ag-
ricultural Research Council 
(PARC) stressed while speak-
ing to the delegates, “There 
are immense opportunities 
of cooperation amongst 
SAARC member states for 
improvement of agriculture 

sector. The exchange of tech-
niques, capacity building, 
joint R&D ventures are few 
of the areas in agri sector in 
which cooperation could be 
taken to next level”.

The bioremediation site 
is established in NARC 
premises which is the out-
come of intensive research 
of the scientists. This tech-
nique is being replicated in 
various parts of country for 
water treatment purpose and 
utilization of sewerage water 
for irrigation purposes. 

Director Bio-Remedia-
tion Institute NARC, Dr 
Yousuf Riaz detailed the 
benefits of the system and 
its significance for water con-
servation. He said, “The bi-
oremediation techniques in-
volves the treatment of waste 
water and converts it into 
clean water that can be used 
for various purposes includ-
ing irrigation of crops etc. 
This technique is pertinent 
to account for future water 
scarcity issues”.

The delegates showed 
keen interest in replication 
of bioremediation technique 
in their respective countries 
and urge Pakistan to assist in 
doing so.

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
National Academy of Young 
Scientists (NAYS), premier 
non-governmental organiza-

tion working for S&T popu-
larization held a ‘Biosafety 
Training Workshop’ at Ko-
hat University of Science 
and Technology (KUST), 
Kohat. The workshop was 
sponsored by the American 
Association for Advance-
ment of Sciences (AAAS).

President NAYS, Aftab 
Ahmad said during his 
speech, “Biosafety is the 
prevention of large-scale 
loss of biological integrity, 
focusing both on ecology 
and human health. These 
preclusion mechanisms in-
clude conduction of regular 
reviews of the biosafety in 
laboratory settings, as well 
as strict guidelines to follow. 
Biosafety is used to protect 

us from harmful incidents”. 
He also underscored the 
highlights of NAYS contri-
butions in S&T promotion 

in the country.
The participants 

were given presenta-
tions and were cognized 
with different tech-
niques and handling 
protocols which are nec-
essary during any exper-
imental work in lab in 
order to prevent from 
hazardous incidents. 

Dr. Amir Ali (Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, 
KUST), delivered a talk on 
common mistakes during 
biological research.

The training workshop 
was aimed at young scientists 
working in biotechnology 
field. The students, research-
ers, professionals participat-
ed in the workshop and were 
given important informa-
tion on the biosafety. 

Prof. Fida Younas Khattas 
(VC, KUST) was the chief 
guest of the workshop and 
in his concluding remarks 
he appreciated the efforts 
NAYS team and expresses 
his gratitude to NAYS team 
for arranging the workshop 
in KUST.

‘Tech Education’ can 
drive Pakistan forward

Unilever, WWF-Pak become 
allies to fi ght ‘Climate Change’

Urban Unit instigates 
‘Technical Training Program’ 

Formation of  PHA 
voiced in NA

STAFF REPORT ISB: The 
education reforms in coun-
try are required in order to 
improve quality of education 
and target under privileged 
fractions of society and push 
them into mainstream of lit-
eracy to uplift the socio-eco-
nomic landscape of Pakistan 
to the desired level.

The ‘6th Inter Provincial 
Education Minister Confer-
ence’ was organized to de-
liberate education reforms, 
improve coordination in 
education sector amongst 
provinces, identify shady are-
as that need embellishment, 
and propose viable solutions 
for sustainable growth in the 
sector. 

The Minister of State 
for Education Balighur Re-
hman said while chairing 
the meeting, “The provinces 
and the center need to put 
an integrated effort to esca-
late literacy in Pakistan and 
improve its quality. The in-
corporation of Information 

Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT) in education sec-
tor is the need of present day 

in not only imparting the 
education but also in effec-
tive administration of edu-
cation departments in the 
country”. 

“The Punjab Information 
Technology Board (PITB) ef-
forts in digitizing the educa-
tion sector by introducing 
several useful applications 
and softwares is certainly 
a commendable job”, he 
added.  The academicians 
and senior officials of edu-
cation department from all 
provinces outlined the need 
of technical education and 
improving its standards for 
national development.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
Climate change is one of the 
serious challenges Pakistan 
is facing that has number of 
detrimental traces on vari-
ous domains including food 
security, agriculture, human 
health etc. The World Wide 
Fund Pakistan (WWF-Pak), 
the agency working on envi-
ronment and biodiversity as 
focus areas, has come closer 
to Unilever Pakistan accord-
ing to a mutual deal to co-
operate for joint initiatives 
pertaining to nature con-
servation by increasing tree 
plantation through their 
programmes in order to 
curtail the temperature rise 
and balance the impact of 
carbon emissions. 

Ali Dehlavi, Senior Man-
ager, Building Capacity on 
Climate Change Adapta-
tion in Coastal Areas of 

Pakistan (CCAP) project of 
WWF-Pakistan said while 
speaking on the event, 

“WWF-Pak and Unilever 
joint efforts to mitigate 
climate change impacts in 
Pakistan is another step to-
wards increased collabora-
tive action to create positive 
change on the ground”. 

The representative of 
Unilever Pakistan also enu-
merated various contribu-
tions of the company for en-
vironmental sustainability 
and assured that it will con-
tinue to adapt eco-friendly 
business model. 

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
The technical education 
and skill development can 
account for industrial needs 
and unemployment issue. 

The diploma holders and 
certification holders in dif-
ferent trainings are the mid-
dle tiers in the industry and 
their skill development can 
ensure the proper execution 
of various operations in in-
dustry which are currently 
being compromised due to 
lack of skilled human re-
source. 

The Urban Sector Plan-
ning and Management Ser-
vices Unit (USPMSU) and 
Punjab Skills Development 
Fund (PSDF) have launched 
a 3 month vocational and 
skill development training 

program. 
 “The productivity of 

national technical organiza-
tions and economic growth 
can be substantially increased 

through capacity building 
in technical domains and 
transforming youth poten-
tials into synergies. This can 
only be possible by equip-
ping youth with the requisite 
hands on experience and 
development of their skills 
through a comprehensive 
training program. This joint 
initiative of USPMSU and 
PSDF is the thread of same 
resolve and will produce emi-
nent human resource in the 
technical fields which will 
play their part in national de-
velopment after completion 
of the trainings”. 

STAFF REPORT ISB: The 
growing Muslim population 
in the world has triggered 
a greater potential in Halal 

food sector and companies 
across the globe are empha-
sizing on it. There is a need 
for the development of Ha-
lal food sector in Pakistan 
and regulation of halal trade 
which will boost national 
economy. 

The ‘Pakistan Halal Au-
thority (PHA)’ establishment 
has been voiced in the Na-
tional Assembly (NA). The 
much awaited bill on setting 
up of PHA was moved in 
NA. The purpose of estab-
lishment of PHA is the for-
mation of a legally author-

ized body to regulate and 
certify the companies pro-
ducing the halal food. 

“There are around 50 
Halal certified companies 
exporting internationally 
which makes the certification 
an important aspect of Paki-
stan’s trade portfolio. There 
are state of art Halal slaugh-
ter houses exporting to Mid-
dle-East markets following 
international manufacturing 
standards and compliances”, 
a senior official from Minis-
try of National Food Security 
& Research said while com-
menting on importance of 
establishment of PHA. The 
PHA will be good variable in 
Pakistan to ensure halal food 
development and escalating 
the exports keeping in view 
that currently Pakistan`s 
share in international market 
for halal food export is very 
meager and can be brought 
to a sizable level.
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ONCE PAKISTAN was a water-surplus country, but today it is 
a water deficit country. The water availability started decreas-
ing from 5,600m³ per capita at the time of independence 
to 1,299m³ per capita in 1996-97, while in 2006 it further 
decreased to 1,100 m³ per capita, currently it is estimated 
950m³, and projected to less than 700m³ per capita by 2025. 
Therefore, search for other non-conventional water resourc-
es i.e. wastewater treatment for daily use and irrigation has 
become most important. Generally in Pakistan, industrial and 
domestic wastewater is being discharged directly into; sewer 
system, natural drain, water body, or to internal septic tank. 
Mostly, this wastewater is treated neither on government 
level nor on private. There are very few wastewater treat-
ments plants in the country, but their capacity and efficiency 
are questionable. Most of untreated wastewater is being used 
for irrigation, directly or indirectly. This is creating ill effect 
not only on soil in term of physical and chemical proper-
ties, but also contaminating food chain and causing health 
related issues. There is very limited information available in 
this regard, even we don’t have effective national policy on 
sustainable use of wastewater. About treatment and disposal 
of wastewater, laws and regulations have been formulated in 
our country but due to lack of their implementation these are 
not effective which is becoming the real issue. The quality of 
ground and surface-water is also becoming low due to un-
checked disposal of this untreated disposable municipal and 
industrial wastewater which further worsening the situation. 
Another reason for deteriorating of water quality is excessive 
use of fertilizers and pesticides. This situation needs a low-
cost treatment option for wastewater especially municipal 
wastewater treatment through which the wastewater can be 
safely used for agricultural purposes. Municipal wastewaters 
have a broadly similar composition with regard to their con-
tent of organic matter and nutrients except their microbiologi-
cal characteristics. To use wastewater for agricultural irriga-
tion, it is important to select wastewater treatment processes 
that both reduce pathogen numbers and retain the nutrients, 
and at the same time that reduce pathogen levels before us-
ing it for crop irrigation. In recent years, the most promising 
methods, that is, anaerobic bio-reactor (ABR) treatment and 
other related treatment systems. The outstanding character-
istics of high rate ABR include the anaerobic microorganisms 
capable of aggregation, low operational and maintenance 
costs, energy recovery in the form of biogas, low energy 
consumption, and low production of digested sludge. In 
developing countries like India, Brazil, and Colombia, where 
financial resources are generally scarce due to high energy 
costs, this process is familiar as one of the most feasible 
methods for the wastewater treatment. Therefore, a well-
coordinated program for biological anaerobic treatment is 
necessary to create awareness among different sections of 
the society including the general public, organizations, indus-
trialists and farmers.

Biological anaerobic treatment: the way forward
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Green pesticides as a constituent 
of sustainable agriculture

Th e causes of food insecurity 
and preventive measures

PAKISTAN BEING tropi-
cal country has diverse range 
of climatic conditions and 
its agriculture suffers severe 
losses due to pests. Pesticide 
production in the world 
shows a sudden escalat-
ing trend because of severe 
problems which are arising 
from the use of synthetic 
pesticides.  Pakistani farm-
ers need an effective tool 
against pests. In 1980s, the 
estimation of world pesticide 
production was about US$ 
11600 million of which 14 
percent spoke to herbicides, 
34.7 percent insecticides, 
18.8 percent fungicides and 
bactericides, and 5.5 percent 
some different pesticides, re-
cently use of pesticides has 
expanded regarding amount 
add up to US$ 31191 mil-
lion, of which the herbicides 
contributed 48 percent, 
insecticide 25 percent, fun-
gicides and bactericides 24 
percent and other shared 3 
percent total pesticides cost 
around the world.

In Pakistan, 88.3% pes-
ticides are utilizing as a part 
of Punjab, 8.2% in Sindh, 
2.8% in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and 0.7% in Baluchistan. 
Overall 90% herbicide and 
insecticides, 7% fungicides, 
and 0.2% acaricides and 
fumigants are being used 
as pesticides in Pakistan. 
The use of eco-friendly ap-
proaches is gaining impor-
tance but the small farmers 
in Pakistan are not com-
pletely aware of eco-friendly 
approaches to control the 
pests. Although, Pakistan 
has a valuable resources of 
plants that could be used 
as green pesticides, research 
on ‘Green Pesticides’ has 
not gained ground. Green 
pesticides are good replace-
ment to chemical synthetic 

pesticides.
Green pesticides are pest 

control elements that are 
less harmful compared to 
‘Chemical Pesticides’ and 
that can be just as effective 
as chemical pesticides. In 
this age overuse of pesticides 
caused the environmental 
problems, has been the mat-
ter of deep thinking for both 
public and scientists. There 
is demand to find the highly 
biodegradable pesticides to 
solve the problem of long 
term toxicity to mammals 
and environmental prob-
lems. There is need one 
must study the environmen-
tal friendly pesticides and 
develop techniques that can 
be used to reduce pesticide 
use while maintaining crop 
yields. In short terms we can 
say “The greenest solution 
to pest problems is natural 
control”.

Pesticides can easily be 
replaced by natural products 
as an excellent alternative 
to synthetic means of pest 
control to reduce negative 
impacts to the environment 
and human health. Moving 
towards green chemistry is 
a new crop protection tool 
with novel mode of action 
and makes commercializa-
tion of natural products as 
green pesticides a profitable 
and interesting act that is 
commanding attention.

Green pesticides concept 
refers to all types of natural 
and beneficial pest control 
techniques that can contrib-
ute to reduce the pest popu-
lation and deals with food 
security. These approaches 
are eco-friendly and safe 
to use. As compared to 
chemical pesticides they 
are more compatible with 
the environmental compo-
nents. Present concept of 

green pesticides comprises 
of substances such as plant 
extracts, pheromones, hor-
mones and toxins from nat-
ural origin and also includes 
many aspects of insect con-
trol such as plant derived 
pesticides, pheromones and 
secondary metabolites from 
microorganisms. 

Scientists are moving 
more and more towards 
natural means of fighting 

with insect. People have 
extracted compounds from 
plant origin to use as bo-
tanical (green) pesticides for 
hundreds of years. There 
is evidence dating back to 
400 B.C. that compounds 
harvested from botanical 
species were used to control 
insect pests.

Biodegradable and target 
specific neem derived green 
pesticides have been used 
traditionally for many years. 
Neem oil is a natural mean 
of insect control as a repel-
lent and insecticide that is 
effective on thousands of 
insect pests. It has two big 
advantages over synthetic 
pesticides first insect can’t 
develop resistance to it; 
secondly it is not harmful 
to beneficial such as lady-
bugs. Neem extract has very 
low toxicity on humans 

and mammals. Neem seeds 
are rich source of neem oil 
and can be easily purchased 
in most countries.  One 
once of neem oil mix with 
a gallon of water and one 
teaspoon of dish-washing 
liquid, after preparing the 
solution sprays on plants. 
It is very effective against in-
sect control. The neem tree 
is the source of hundreds of 
products, including pesti-

cides made from the extracts 
of the bark, leaves and seeds. 

Azadirachtin is the pri-
mary insecti¬cidal extract 
in neem. Azadirachtin is 
act as an insect repellant, 
an anti-feedant and growth 
regula¬tor. Neem extract 
can act as a systemic insec-
ticide i.e. upon application 
to the soil; the active ingre-
dients are absorbed into 
the plant and transported 
towards leaves and growing 
tips. Neem pesticides are 
effective against many cat-
erpillars, flies, whitefly, and 
scales can easily be control by 
neem extract. Neem extracts 
degraded within 3-4 days 
in the soil. Neem seed ker-
nel extract can be prepared 
as: Take 3 to 7 kg of neem 
seed and gently ground it. 
The ground powder will be 
taken in the muslin cloth 

and tied to get a pouch; it 
is allowed to soak in 50 to 
100 L of water for overnight. 
The pouch is squeezed for 
four to five times to get the 
extract into the water. To 
get milky neem seed kernel 
extract 50 to 100 gm of de-
tergent is added to the solu-
tion. Keep in mind spray the 
extract after 3.30 p.m. to get 
effective results. 

Tobacco was used as an 

insecticide to control plant 
pests and effective about 
thousands of years. The 
stem and leaves of tobacco 
plant are used as insecti-
cides. Nicotine is present 
in tobacco in the form of 
toxic substances. Nicotine 
spray was traditionally used 
to control the range of 
pests including whiteflies, 
leaf aphids, thrips and leaf 
miners. Homemade “to-
bacco juice” is short-lived 
and much milder nicotine 
containing solution used to 
kill pest. Commercial prod-
ucts that contain various 
plant extracts such as garlic, 
neem and allelopathic crops 
extract allowed for use on 
some crops and plants. To-
bacco juice extract can be 
prepared as: take 250 g to-
bacco biomass after collect-
ing boil it in 4 liters of water 

for half hour. Add 30 g soap 
and mix well. Dilute 1 part 
extract with 4 parts of water 
and use as spray. Adding a 
little lime powder increase 
the efficacy of the extract.

Green pesticides are less 
toxic than synthetic pesti-
cide. They generally affect 
only the target pest and are 
closely related organisms 
compared to synthetic pes-
ticides that are not target 
oriented may affect many 
organisms such as birds, in-
sects, and mammals. Small 
quantities of green pesti-
cides are effective and often 
decompose quickly, thereby 
avoiding the pollution prob-
lems caused by synthetic in-
secticide. Green pesticides 
used as a component of In-
tegrated Pest Management 
(IPM) programs and can 
greatly decrease the use of 
synthetic insecticide, while 
crop yields remain high.

Green pesticides must be 
handled with proper care, 
use as you required. After 
handling it always wash your 
hand, foods on which these 
are used always wash before 
eating or selling. A green 
pesticide also works accord-
ing to the conditions not in 
all conditions. Due to little 
scientific research their ef-
fectiveness and modes of 
action are not understood 
properly.  Further studies 
are required to explore this 
natural approach against 
any type of pest and one 
should show interest in this 
direction. At present day, 
scientists are encouraged to 
carry out research on green 
pesticides and develop low 
cost production technology 
for farmer and farmers are 
also showing greater inter-
est in the use of green pes-
ticides.

IN 1983, Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) 
of the United Nations 
(UN) defines food security 
in a way that,“ Food secu-
rity is  assurance that at all 
times all people have both 
economic and physical ac-
cess to basic food which 
they need”. 

In 1986, the World Bank 
redefined food security like 
this, “At all times, all people 
have access to enough food 
for their healthy and active 
life”. Thus food insecurity 
exists when all people don’t 
have economic and physical 
access to food at all times. 
In food insecurity, people 
have no access to food and 
thus they cannot maintain 
their healthy and active life.

The quality and amount 
of food available at global, 
national and at local level 
can be affected by many fac-
tors which may include war, 
population growth, disas-
ters, environment, climate 
and agricultural practices. 
Also income, gender, status 
and geographic location 
affect the access of food 
at person level. There are 
many reasons for food inse-
curity which include pover-
ty, gender inequity, alarm-
ing population growth rate 
and urbanization, crop 
based systems and environ-
mental factors. 

Poverty is one of the 
reasons for food insecu-
rity. Poverty creates a bulk 
of food insecurity while 
combining with other po-
litical and socio-economic 
problems like poor people 
have no or lack of access 
towards resources to buy 
quality food or to produce 
food for them, poor farm-
ers have small land holding, 

less effective techniques for 
farming purpose and lack 
of access to input as a result 
of which food production is 
limited. Thus, poor farmers 
cannot grow enough food 
even for themselves.

Women play an impor-
tant role in providing nutri-
tion and food for their fam-
ilies by performing their 
role as income earners, 
food traders, producers and 
processors. Due to their 
low economic and social 
status, they have limited 
access to land ownership, 
decision making, training 
and education. Utilization 
of food can be increased by 
improving the knowledge 
of women regarding food 
safety and nutrition. 

The increasing popula-
tion and urbanization is 
one of the major causes of 
food insecurity. The birth 
rate is more as compared 
to death rate, due to which 
population is increasing. As 
the population is increas-
ing, the demand for food is 
also increasing.  The pres-
sure on productive land 
which is already in use is 
increasing to produce more 
and more food. Also, cit-
ies are spreading across 
the productive land due to 
which agriculture produc-
tion which include food 
production is decreasing.

Agriculture is a sector 
which have characteristic 
that if input is low then the 
output will be low. In some 
regions where crop based 
system is present and popu-
lation is high, there is lack 
of information, technology 
system is basic and lack of 
financial markets. There 
are different technologies 
for different regions i.e. 
timing of fertilizer applica-
tion is different for rain fed 
areas as compared to irri-
gated areas, but the farmers 
have no how know and he 
is using technologies which 
are even not fit for his land. 
Due to this food produc-
tion is decreasing and cause 

food insecurity.
Environmental factors 

are also contributing in the 
problem of food insecurity. 
Floods and cyclones clears 
the large quantity of food 
as food grows, or it is stored 
for the purpose of later use.  
Insects, pests are also con-
tributing in decreasing food 
as insects attack on the 

growing crop due to which 
production is decreased, 
also insects are involved in 
destroying the stored food 
material. Other environ-
ment factors such as land 
degradation, soil erosion 
due to winds, and saliniza-
tion due to heavy irrigation, 
desertification and soil pol-
lution are the factors which 
play a role in decreasing ag-
ricultural food production.

There are several tech-
niques that can be utilized 
to prevent food insecurity 
challenge. Problems related 
to land such as soil erosion, 

soil fertility, salinity and 
water logging need instant 
attention to achieve poten-
tial of crops. The problem 
of food insecurity can be 
solved by bringing new land 
under agriculture. About 4 
million acre land of coun-
try is under riverine zone 
where there is no shortage 
of moisture. These areas of 

land should be distributed 
among the people which 
have no land. 

The efficiency of irri-
gation water is most im-
portant for the future of 
Pakistan. The government 
should have to plan for the 
future needs, by taking ac-
count into agricultural, 
industrial and domestic 
need of the country. The 
government should have to 
ensure the timely and ad-
equate availability of water 
for farming purpose to en-
hance the food production. 
In arid areas such as Thar-

parker and Cholistan, there 
should be proper manage-
ment techniques for the 
harvesting of rain water.

There should be proper 
application of physical in-
puts such as seed, fertilizer 
and pesticides. Quality seed 
should be used at proper 
time with proper seed rate. 
The quality seed is available 

only for some cash crops 
but it should also be avail-
able for other cereals and 
pulses. Fertilizers should 
be added in soil to enhance 
soil fertility. The organic 
and inorganic fertilizers 
should be used in integrat-
ed manner. The pesticides 
should be used to control 
insects. For plant protec-
tion, integrated pest man-
agement should be done.

Food insecurity can also 
be prevented by increasing 
the productivity of major 
food crops such as wheat, 
rice, maize, sugarcane and 

other pulses. Due to more 
population our demand 
for food is more while our 
production is less which is 
the cause of food insecu-
rity. On the other hand, 
due to some mismanage-
ment there is a wide gap in 
current yield and potential 
yields of our varieties. So, 
proper techniques should 
be used to fill this gap. 
Proper management prac-
tices such as proper sow-
ing time and proper seed 
rate etc. should be used to 
increase the productivity of 
crops.

Research regarding the 
productivity of different 
crops should be conducted 
in different research in-
stitutes. New techniques 
which were helpful in in-
creasing yield of major crops 
should be developed and 
these techniques should be 
extended at farmer level. In 
Pakistan, still there are no 
proper methods for transfer 
of techniques to farmers, 
thus a lot of persons should 
be hired which may trans-
fer the new technologies 
to the farmers. Also, new 
technologies for increasing 
yield should be transferred 
to farmers through social 
media such as Internet, Tel-
evision and also through 
Newspapers.

The government should 
have to make policies 
which may suit the poor 
farmers which are unable 
to cultivate their land due 
to financial problems. The 
government should have 
to provide subsidies on the 
input such as seeds and fer-
tilizers. As, the farmers are 
less interested in cultivation 
of pulses and oilseed crops 
due to less profit and more 
cost, thus the government 
should have to make poli-
cies  such as by increasing 
their markets and by giving 
more subsidies as compared 
to other crops. Also proper 
management should be 
done regarding the irriga-
tion through canal water.

REPORT By AJ Qureshi

Chatham House 
Academy Asia Senior 

Fellowship in UK, 2016
THE Chatham House 
awards senior fellowship 
to established leaders and 
practitioners from Afghani-
stan, Australia, China, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Pakistan, and South Korea. 
The senior fellow will have 
the opportunity to focus in 
depth on a personal project 
in one of nine key research 
areas that should result in 
a Chatham House publica-
tion. The Academy senior 
fellowship will begin in Feb-
ruary 2016 and conclude in 
August 2016. Candidates 
must be available to be 
based at Chatham House 
in London for the full 
6-month duration of the fel-
lowship. During their time 
at Chatham House, fellows 
and senior fellows will re-
ceive a monthly stipend to 
cover basic living expenses.

Fellowship is available 
for undertaking research 
at the Chatham House. In 
addition to their research 
project, a senior fellow will 
participate in a comprehen-
sive six-month programme 
of activities.

The perspective candi-
dates must hold a Master’s 
degree or equivalent with 
an international focus and 
have 8 years of relevant work 
experience and a strong re-
cord of achievements.

There are nine research 
themes for the 2016 Acad-
emy Asia Senior Fellowship. 
Applicants may propose a re-
search project that fits with-
in any of the topics: Future 
Role of the United States in 
Asia (hosted by the US Pro-
ject), China and the Future 
of the International Legal 
Order (hosted by the Inter-
national Law Programme), 
Global Health and its Role 
in the Asian Migrant Crisis 
(hosted by the Centre on 
Global Health Security), 
The Impact on Health Ser-
vice Delivery of the 2015 
Nepal Earthquake (hosted 
by the Centre on Global 
Health Security), Indonesia 
and ASEAN – Where To 
From Here? (hosted by the 
Asia Programme), Resource 
Security and China’s Fu-
ture Development Model 
(hosted by the Energy, En-
vironment, and Resources 
Department), China’s Role 
in the Global Forest Sector 
(hosted by the Energy, En-
vironment, and Resources 
Department), Possibilities 
for Europe–China Cooper-
ation on International Secu-
rity (hosted by the Interna-
tional Security Department) 
and Security of Outer Space 
Systems (hosted by the In-
ternational Security Depart-
ment).

Food insecurity can also be prevented by 
increasing the productivity of major food crops 

such as wheat, rice, maize, sugarcane and other 
pulses. Due to more population our demand for 

food is more while our production is less which is 
the cause of food insecurity. On the other hand, 

due to some mismanagement there is a wide 
gap in current yield and potential yields of our 

varieties. So, proper techniques should be used 
to fi ll this gap

Muhammad Zain
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By Shumaila Bhatti 

Scope of ‘Halal Meat Industry’ of Pakistan

Pakistan needs improvement in 
Climate Change perspective

HALAL IS a word of Ara-
bic language which means 
lawful. It refers to the things 
or actions permitted by 
‘Sharia law’ without punish-
ment imposed on doer but 
it has got more practical sig-
nificance in food industry. 
Being Muslims, it is our re-
quirement to eat halal food 
and it has also been stressed 
heavily in the Holy Quran 
on consumption of food 
which fulfills certain crite-
ria to be halal. According to 
a survey, the global Muslim 
population is around 1.83 
billion which constitutes 
30% of the total world pop-
ulation but more than 80% 
of the world Halal trade is 
occupied by Non-Muslim 
countries.

The volume of overall 
halal products which was 
USD $ 635 billion in the 
year 2010, is now estimat-
ed to have reached USD 
$ 2.1 trillion. The global 
Halal food consumption 
is about USD $667 billion 
yearly that is about 16% 
of the entire global food 
industry, i.e., Halal meat 
contributes about 16% of 
the total world trade. It is 
interesting to note that In-
dia, not a majority Muslim 
country, is also an active 
player in the halal food 
market and its exports have 

reached USD $23 billion 
per annum just by prop-
erly organizing the indus-
try. Indian Halal meat and 
meat product exports have 
grown from USD $1.1 bil-

lion in 2009 to USD $4.6 
billion in 2014.  World’s 
leading suppliers for Halal 
products are Australia, Bra-
zil, Canada, Indonesia, In-
dia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Thailand, New Zealand 
and USA. America and 
Australia are the biggest 
Halal beef exporters while 
Brazil and France are the 
biggest Halal chicken ex-
porters in the Middle East. 
Thus, at present in many 

Muslim countries, Halal 
meat, poultry, dairy prod-
ucts and other foods are 
predominantly imported 
from Europe, Australia, 
New Zealand, and Amer-

ica. The consumers are 
happy because they are not 
only getting the Halal but 
also high quality food.

According to the Euro 
monitor survey, Interna-
tional global meat con-
sumption reached 225 
million tons in 2014, regis-
tering about three percent 
growth over the previous 
year. In recent years China 
has become an important 
player in meat imports 

due to its growing middle 
class’s appetite for high 
class food. Chinese meat 
imports have grown from 
USD $1.7 billion in 2009 
to USD $6.1 billion by 

2014. Euro monitor also 
expects Chinese market 
meat size to growth 14% 
over the next five years. It 
is also noteworthy that Chi-
nese demand for beef and 
veal has been stronger than 
its traditional staple meat 
pork due to rising levels of 
income in China. Pakistan 
can and should avail this 
opportunity that will create 
huge revenue for the coun-
try.

Pakistan ranks 18th in 
the production index of 
Halal meat market with 
an annual output of 2.2 
million tons and its share 
is only 2.9% in the global 

output which is very low. 
Pakistan, being an agri-
culture state, can do more 
which is evident from the 
fact that it has more than 
169 million heads of qual-
ity livestock with 74 million 
cattle and buffaloes and 95 
million sheep and goats. Pa-
kistan is producing 650402 
tones chicken meat, 73000 
tones buffalo meat, 70600 
tones cattle meat, 270000 
tones goat meat and 

154000 tones sheep meat 
every year. In the 2.1 tril-
lion US dollar Halal prod-
uct industry of the world, 
the meat segment is worth 
USD $300 billion and Pa-

kistan’s share in it is only 
USD $115 million. Meat 
exporters believe that this 
figure can be tripled with 
the right policies.

In Pakistan, it is quite 
encouraging that nearly 
all the slaughter houses 
have either upgraded their 
plants or they are in the 
stages of total mechaniza-
tion and up gradation. It 
means that this industry 
now is preparing itself for 

entering in harsh competi-
tion of global Halal meat 
trade. In Pakistan, a lot of 
companies have set up state 
of the art equipment and 
well trained staff under the 

guidance of international 
consultants but the indus-
try is still a long way from 
reaching those levels. The 
private sector has been in-
volved in this industry but 
not aggressively because of 
issues like taxation, freight 
rates and energy crisis, etc. 
The industry needs mod-
ern and hygienic slaughter 
houses that can meet inter-
national standards for ex-
port of chilled or frozen red 

meat to the countries where 
demand for halal meat is 
growing. Pakistan can be 
competitive in this trade by 
strict monitoring of trace-
ability issues and diseases 
i.e. Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease, Cystecircus bovis, Tu-
berculosis and some other 
zoonotic diseases etc; prop-
er compliance of HACCP 
and ISO Certifications 
systems is required; getting 
and promoting meat based 
on world recognized Halal 
certifications; up-gradation 
of infrastructure is needed 
with particular emphasis 
on value addition; focusing 
on increased frozen meat 
demands; proper compli-
ance of environmental 
certifications; extensive 
marketing efforts in these 
international markets by 
participating in trade fairs

Pakistani meat is per-
ceived as Halal through-
out the world and based 
on unique geographical 
location our animals have 
great meat taste. Our coun-
try has been blessed with 
all the seasons and fertile 
land, thus by taking few 
steps like Halal logo estab-
lishment, concentrating on 
meat quality and extensive 
selling techniques, Pakistan 
can get 100% profit and 
greater market share.

CLIMATE CHANGE 
phenomenon has struck 
again and Pakistan has lost 
one more round not only 
incurring financial losses 
but also heavy losses in pre-
cious human capital. There 
are countries abroad that 
are dying to protect their hu-
man capital and here we are 
heartlessly watching them 
die. Rajhasthan power plants 
in India cannot cause the 
heat wave in Pakistan. The 
atlas shows huge gap in the 
geographic locations of the 
affected area with those of 
Rajhasthan.

It is true that great philan-
thropist activities have taken 
place during the current 
heat wave that has struck 
Karachi killing more than a 
thousand people. However, 

the non-profits only have a 
certain limit to which they 

can perform their duties. It 
is nonetheless the responsi-
bility of the government to 
provide for the necessities of 

its citizens.
Due to floods last year Pa-

kistan has suffered a loss of 
$15 billion dollars and 365 
billion rupees per annum 
due to environmental deg-

radation.  Millions of people 
were affected by these floods. 

Furthermore, warming over 
Pakistan is twice as fast as 
the global mean changes 
from 1981 to 2005. An aver-

age 0.75C has increased in 
Pakistan. This warming has 

killed more than a thousand 
people in just a week. This 
makes climate change dead-
liest for the poor people, as 

they become more vulner-
able to its devastating effects.

Let’s not blame other 
countries for their emissions 
and the trans-boundary 
pollution, because climate 

change is itself a trans-bound-
ary issue. Regardless of the 
small contribution Pakistan 
has to climate change and 
global warming, it is one of 
the most risk prone coun-
tries to the climate change 
phenomenon. Blaming oth-
ers is not going to change 
that; it is merely wasting time 
and efforts. Ask ourselves the 
question; are we ourselves 
actually preparing in mitigat-
ing the impacts of climate 
change? I can answer that 
question with a big ‘NO’.

The issue of climate 
change has one very simple, 
cost efficient and highly sus-
tainable solution: increasing 
area under vegetation cover. 
There are two ways this can 
be done; planting trees in 
the vast empty lands, and sec-

ondly to cover our roof tops 
with small plants and pots.

The Government of Pa-
kistan has until now failed 
to solve the energy problem 
and has also failed to support 
those citizens that choose to 
produce their own electric-
ity. One step the government 
could take is lift taxes and 
subsidizes solar panels in Pa-
kistan. This step could make 
the citizens independent to 
produce their own electricity 
and the excess electricity pro-
duced could be sold to the 
national grid. I hereby plead 
to the Government of Paki-
stan to take necessary meas-
ure to mitigate the effects of 
Climate Change and to shift 
its focus to development in 
water, energy and education 
sectors of Pakistan.

EDUTECH

THE EDUCATION sec-
tor of Pakistan needs a long 
overhaul in order to get the 
sustainable result that is 
in accord with the future 
challenges. The incumbent 
government of Pakistan is 
focusing to make country 
a hub of ‘knowledge based 
economy’ by surfacing sev-
eral initiatives aiming at re-
forming and restructuring 
the education system. 

The industry-academia 
linkage is highly important 
for R&D initiatives and 
curriculum designing of 
the universities. The cur-
riculum currently being 
taught in universities is 
outdated and doesn’t cater 
to industrial requirements. 
The universities role is to 
produce trained human 

resource in respective fields 
whereas industry needs to 
absorb that resource and 
develop its skills to play 
exponential role in the na-
tional development of the 
country. 

The interdisciplinary 
research centers must be 
established in order to 
bring interdepartmental 
harmony as well as produce 
problem solving researches 
which can address the in-
dustrial as well as social is-
sues. The universities also 
need to establish centre 
of excellences from where 
industries could seek solu-
tions to their problems. 

The science and techno-
logical promotion effect can 
be compounded if coupled 
with innovation. The in-
novation can bring cutting 
edge technologies and solu-
tions at a cheaper rate than 
conventional technologies. 
The emphasis of education 
must be to aggravate the in-
novative and creative skills 
of students rather than cre-
ating bookworms with rusty 

mind incapable of envisag-
ing the need of hour and 
deliberating the solution. 

‘Pakistan Science Talent 
Farming’ scheme is one 

such initiative that is meant 
for nurturing and thriving 
human capital in S&T do-
mains. Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) budget 
has been raised to 71 bil-
lion. The indigenous schol-
arships and the foreign 
linkages with universities 
have accounted for vari-
ous educational needs and 

launching of several joint 
initiatives in different fields 
including agriculture, water 
resource management, in-
formation technology, and 

climate change and envi-
ronmental studies.

The government has for-
mulated a long-term road-
map as the Vision 2025 
for a developed and pros-
perous Pakistan addressing 
key sector of the country. 
The Vision 2025 stands 
on 7 Pillars. Pillar-I empha-
sized developing human 

and social capital. It seeks 
to bring human resource 
development to the top 
of national agenda by sub-
stantial expansion in lev-

els of education as well as 
improvements in the qual-
ity of education. A larger 
share of the GDP, at least 
four per cent to education, 
would have to be allocated. 

The HEC tried to de-
velop sustainable, dynamic 
and internationally compet-
itive higher education sec-
tor in Pakistan that makes a 

major contribution to eco-
nomic prosperity, national 
wellbeing and the expan-
sion and dissemination of 
knowledge. Due to collec-

tive and concerted effort of 
HEC in coordination with 
the major stakeholders, the 
output in Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (HEIs) of 
the country have shown 
tremendous improvements 
and Pakistan has been ac-
knowledged as rising star 
by the international higher 
education community in a 

number of disciplines. To-
day many Pakistani univer-
sities are seen on the globe. 

The government had 
allocated Rs20 billion for 

191 development projects 
of the universities and 
HEC during 2014-15. The 
amount was divided be-
tween approved ongoing 
and un-approved schemes. 
The youth is the real driv-
ing force towards a pros-
perous Pakistan; therefore, 
government has launched 
numerous initiatives to get 

the youth bulge dividend 
by developing human re-
sources. 

The women education 
also needs attention and 
value in order to bring 
this segment of society to-
wards empowerment. The 
underprivileged fractions 
of the communities must 
be brought into the main-
stream literacy sphere in 
order to improve the rural 
education and access the 
far flung areas. 

The education sector 
hence needs several im-
provements although the 
government priorities are 
upright. The gradual im-
provements are evident 
but still there is need to 
cook more and with time 
constraint the system will 
mature and eminent re-
searchers, scholars, in S&T 
domains will be produced 
in volumes by HEIs in fu-
ture provided the perse-
verance and commitment 
of HEIs, industry, govern-
ment and the other stake-
holders.

Th e need of improvement in 
Higher Education of Pakistan

Saba Younas Bajwa

The science and technological promotion effect 
can be compounded if coupled with innovation. 

The innovation can bring cutting edge 
technologies and solutions at a cheaper rate 

than conventional technologies. The emphasis of 
education must be to aggravate the innovative 

and creative skills of students rather than 
creating bookworms with rusty mind incapable 
of envisaging the need of hour and deliberating 

the solution

Pakistan ranks 18th in the production index 
of Halal meat market with an annual output of 

2.2 million tons and its share is only 2.9% in 
the global output which is very low. Pakistan, 
being an agriculture state, can do more which 
is evident from the fact that it has more than 
169 million heads of quality livestock with 74 

million cattle and buffaloes and 95 million sheep 
and goats. Pakistan is producing 650402 tones 

chicken meat, 73000 tones buffalo meat, 70600 
tones cattle meat, 270000 tones goat meat and 

154000 tones sheep meat every year

Pakistan is one of the most risk prone countries 
to the climate change phenomenon. Blaming 

others is not going to change that; it is merely 
wasting time and efforts. Ask ourselves the 

question; are we ourselves actually preparing 
in mitigating the impacts of climate change? I 
can answer that question with a big ‘NO’. The 
issue of climate change has one very simple, 

cost effi cient and highly sustainable solution: 
increasing area under vegetation cover
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PITB digitizes books 
under ‘eLearn’ project

Pakistan`s IT 
Company broadens its 

geographic presence

Saudi company 
acquires NPCC

PTA straps vendors of barred 
DECT Cordless Phones

MI, PSQCA sign agreement 
to establish six QC labs

PIF initiative to produce 
‘Young Innovators’

NFL switches from SAP 
to CloudComputing

UAF, SAP committ ed to 
deliberate ‘Seed Policy’

Zameen.com to organize DHA 
Property Festival 2015

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The modern day demands 
digitization of text books for 
e-learning in order facilitate 
students and 
uplift education 
standards. 

Punjab In-
formation Tech-
nology Board 
(PITB) is up-
front in intro-
ducing ICT in 
various depart-
ments of the 
province. The PITB has suc-
cessfully completed the pro-
ject of Punjab government 
called as ‘eLearn’; thou-
sands of text books, and 
supplementary resources 
have been digitized through 
this project. The students 
can have free access to those 
resources.

Chairman PITB, Dr 
Umar Saif said while com-
menting on the project, 
“More than 3000 teachers 
from different corners of 
Punjab are trained to access 
eLearn. The establishment 

of advanced IT labs in vari-
ous public sector schools 
of Punjab will provide an 
opportunity to increase the 

computer lit-
eracy and use 
technology as 
their learning 
tool which will 
optimize the 
per formances 
and overall re-
sults in annual 
examinations”.

The PITB 
has number of projects 
and commendable achieve-
ments since its inception to 
its credit. The most of the 
public service delivery sys-
tems have been made elec-
tronic to ensure transparen-
cy and improving education 
sector through use of ICT 
is also a milestone initiative 
by PITB. The counterparts 
from provinces in Pakistan 
must also seek guidance 
from PITB in order to ef-
fectively implement the ad-
vanced systems of ICT espe-
cially in education sector.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
Systems Limited, leading 
IT Solutions Company has 
marked its footprints in 

Australia and UAE and is 
providing various solutions 
to number of public and 
private sector organizations.  
The company has visible 
impact on the respective 
country`s IT market as the 
recent notification of Kara-
chi Stock Exchange (KSE) 
reveals that Systems Limited 
has signed strategic contracts 
with UAE`s Prime Minister 
office, Etisalat, RasGas, and 
Emirates National Oil Com-
pany. The agreements were 
signed through the subsidi-
ary of Systems Limited i.e. 
TechVista Systems.

Senior official of the com-
pany said in a statement, 
“Techvista Vistas Systems 
FZ-LLC also set up a subsidi-
ary in Australia earlier this 
year, which signed a contract 
with a large retail chain in 
Australia called City Con-
venience Store”.

“The innovation is key to 
the successful penetration of 
the company both in local 
and global markets. The in-
novative, cheaper solutions 
provided by company are 
hallmark of its excellence 
and glimpse of commitment 
of the team to ensure the 
standing of the company at 
par to the leading IT players 
globally”, he added.

The company is one of 
the very few IT enterprises 
which are now expanding 
their canvas on global level 
and exploring new oppor-
tunities to win overseas pro-
jects to impart a positive im-
pact on national exchequer.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The Saudi firm has taken 
over National Power Con-
struction Corporation 
(NPCC) following bid-
ding of disinvestment 
of 88 percent govern-
ment shares in the com-
pany.

The bidding pro-
cess was supervised by 
Chairman Privatiza-
tion Commission, Mu-
hammad Zubair Umar. 
Sixteen parties had 
expressed interest in 
bidding process and seven 
were eventually scrutinized 
on the recommendations of 
the financial advisers as the 
pre-qualified parties in May 
last year. Saudi based com-
pany M/s Mansour Al Mo-
said was declared as success-
ful bidder as it quoted the 
highest offer of Rs 1420 per 
share. The overall amount 
of 88 percent thus valued at 
Rs 2.49 billion. The reset of 
12 percent shares of NPCC 
are owned by company`s 
Employees Empowerment 

Trust. 
Muhammad Zubair 

Umar said while talking to 
media, “The total assets of 

NPCC were estimated to be 
Rs   6,550 million, with li-
abilities amounting to Rs 
4,801m and total equity at 
Rs1,748 m”.

NPCC was established 
in 1974 by the Government 
of Pakistan. It is a profitable 
company and has successful-
ly completed projects worth 
$814 million all over the 
Middle East and North Af-
rican region. It is notewor-
thy that NPCC remained 
one of the 11 major clients 
of M/s Mansour Al Mosaid.

STAFF REPORT ISB: In 
connection to recent an-
nouncement by Pakistan 
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) on barring 
DECT Cordless phones; 
PTA has started to strap the 
vendors dealing in those 
products by conducting 
raids in markets. 

According to the sources, 
PTA raided eight different 
markets in Rawalpindi-
Islamabad and confiscated 
cordless DECT phones in 
huge quantities while im-
posing fine on the sellers. 
The masses were also made 
aware through SMS from 
PTA to stop usage of DECT 
Cordless phones. 

The PTA official said 
while commenting on the 
said activity, “The Cordless 
DECT phones are high fre-
quency devices and cause 
noise and interference in 
communication and deter 
the signals due to overlap-
ping of carrier waves. PTA 
had received many com-
plaints from telecom service 

providers and the consum-
ers on this issue and upon 
deep examination the deci-
sion was made for larger 

benefit”.
Dr. Syed Ismail Shah, 

Chairman PTA said while 
talking to media, “PTA has 
been doing serious efforts 
to stop nefarious elements 
that halt the telecom indus-
try like grey traffickers. This 
recent barring of DECT 
Cordless phone is also an 
event of same series of en-
suring transparency and 
improved telecom services 
to give consumers reliable 
telecommunication experi-
ence”. 

“These steps are also 
important to regain trust 
of telcos and attract more 
investment in telecom and 
ICT sector”, he added.

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
Micronutrient Initiative 
(MI) and Pakistan Standards 
and Quality Control Author-
ity (PSQCA) have signed an 

agreement to establish six 
quality control laboratories 
across Pakistan.  The lack of 
adequate testing facilities for 
food items in laboratories is 
a major problem that leads 
to food insecurity. The situ-
ation has to be reversed to 
ensure the food security.

PSQCA Director Gener-
al Dr Barkat Saeed Memon 
and MI Country Director 
Dr Tausif Akhtar Janjua 
signed the agreement.

According to the agree-
ment, MI will provide ap-
paratus to PSQCA for es-
tablishment of laboratories 
for salt iodisation in order 

to enhance the laboratory fa-
cilities for testing the iodine 
content in edible salt. The 
capacity building initiatives 
will be jointly launched to 
train the staff for performing 
different laboratory test and 
its analysis. 

Dr Tausif Akhtar Jan-
jua said while commenting 
on the agreement, “This is 
breakthrough advancement 
in Quality and assessment 
procedures and will account 
for various laboratory and 
technical issues that are still 
existing and hurting the 
food security. The adequate 
laboratory facilities will be 
beneficial in quality assur-
ance of edibles”.

This agreement will en-
courage both organizations 
to effectively adapt standards 
and conformity assessment 
procedures with respect to 
products, processes and ser-
vices. The corporate sector 
will get useful technical assis-
tance and information about 
standards and conformity as-
sessment procedures.

STAFF REPORR ISB: 
The developments in sci-
ence, technology, and in-
novation can free Pakistan 

from predicament time 
and take it to the zenith of 
prosperity. The Pakistan In-
novation Foundation (PIF), 
the private sector organiza-
tion aiming for S,T&I pro-
motion in the country has 
launched its second cohort 
for beginners ‘Robotics Le-
gos 101 Workshop’ to hone 
the skills of students in vari-
ous areas of technology at 
grass root level.

As many as 12 students 
were certified as they fin-
ished week long introducto-
ry course on Robotics logo. 
The 5 day workshop en-
tailed students ranging from 

age 7 to 18. The students 
were given fundamental 
knowledge about program-
ming and logic, mechanical 
working, robotics and arti-
ficial intelligence, creativ-
ity and knowledge. Apart 
from that motivational lec-
tures and requisite pros to 
develop leadership skills in 
students were also focused 
during the workshop.

Speaking at their gradu-
ation ceremony, Dr. Athar 
Osama, Founder and CEO 
of Pakistan Innovation 
Foundation, noted that, 
“PIF initiative has enabled 
students to gain immacu-
late knowledge about vari-
ous key areas of technol-
ogy. These are the building 
blocks of the critical skills 
needed to succeed in the 
21st Century”.

PIF hopes to use the Ro-
botics Lego and other simi-
lar platforms to help cre-
ate the next generation of 
innovators, scientists, and 
entrepreneurs needed by 
Pakistan in the future.

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
National Foods Limited 
(NFL) has successfully mi-
grated to first core ERP SAP 
landscape hosting on the 
RapidComute (cloud com-
puting division of Cybernet) 
IAAS cloud; it means NFL 
will be totally relying on 
RapidCompute for hosting 
entire SAP landscape that 
includes disaster recovery on 
its cloud. The solution is de-
ployed across multiple avail-
ability zones of RapidCom-
pute to provide datacenter 
level redundancy and low 
latency which will improve 
the security and reliability 
for the end users.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mr. Abrar Hassan, CEO of 
National Foods was pleased 
with the smooth transition 
to the cloud. He remarked, 
“Our experience with Cyber-
net and RapidCompute has 
been very enriching. NFL 
relies heavily on cutting edge 
technologies for its expan-
sion and continued growth 
and partners such as Cyber-

net are essential to our suc-
cess”.

NFL partnered with 
RapidCompute for this pro-

ject. The project was com-
pleted in phases. During 
planning, RapidCompute en-
gineers and NFL teams also 
performed numerous proofs 
of concepts for database rep-
lication, high availability and 
disaster recovery scenarios.  

Syed Zeeshan Ali, Gener-
al Manager IT of NFL said, 
“NFL exhibits strong rela-
tionship with Cybernet as 
our MPLS connectivity pro-
vider. With RapidCompute, 
we were able to migrate our 
mission critical workload to 
the cloud and to increase se-
curity and reliability for our 
end users”.

STAFF REPOR FSB: 
The need of crystallizing of 
stakeholders to brainstorm 
on Seed related issues had 
become imperative es-
pecially after approval 
of Amended Seed 
Act, 2015 by govt. 
The University of Ag-
riculture Faisalabad 
(UAF) and Seed As-
sociation of Pakistan 
(SAP) have formed 
alliance to hold ‘Paki-
stan Seed Congress (PSC)’ 
in order to deliberate per-
tinent issues on Modern 
Seed Act, seed policy, seed 
storage, handling protocols, 
and to address the issues of 
researchers and profession-
als working in the cited do-
main. 

This was decided in a 
high level meeting compris-
ing of senior officer bearers 
of UAF and SAP including 
UAF Vice Chancellor Prof 
Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan and 
President SAP, Dr Shakeel 
Ahmad Khan.

VC UAF said while 

speaking to the participants, 
“The UAF is proactively 
working to introduce an 
interdisciplinary seed pro-

gramme targeting to bring 
researchers of different sub 
fields of agriculture under 
at one place to improve the 
research productivity. The 
PSC is the need of the hour 
for deliberation of various 
colossal challenges in seed 
sector including GMO 
crops and various other 
gaffes”. 

The PSC will be helpful 
in revisiting the policies for 
improvement, identifying 
loopholes and proposing 
the solution for sustainable 
growth of agri sector while 
keeping food security intact.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
Pakistan’s top property 
website Zameen.com has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
Defence Housing Author-
ity (DHA) Lahore, in which 
both organisations have 
agreed in principle that 
Zameen.com will organise 
the DHA Property Festival 
2015. This is the first time 
the DHA has ever collabo-
rated with a private organisa-
tion to hold an event of this 
kind.  

The MoU was signed at 
DHA Lahore’s Main Of-
fice Complex in Phase VI 
recently. Zameen.com CEO 
Zeeshan Ali Khan signed on 
behalf of the portal, while 
Additional Director Market-
ing Ahmed Arif Makhdumi 
signed on behalf of DHA, 
Pakistan’s premier real estate 

developer.   
DHA Property Festival 

2015 is a family-focused 
event to be held in DHA 

Phase V on August 29th 
and 30th, which will feature 
top real estate agents from 
around the city who deal in 
DHA properties. The event 
will bring together top real 
estate investors from the 
region and genuine buyers 
looking for properties in 
DHA, as well as their fami-
lies for two days of fun, food, 
music and the real estate 

deals of a lifetime. The DHA 
will also showcase its latest 
projects at the event. 

“Zameen.com is proud to 
have been chosen by DHA 
to organise this event, which 
is a testament to the portal’s 
reach, brand awareness and 
expertise,” said Zeeshan Ali 
Khan. “Given our extensive 
experience in organising 
large-scale real estate events, 
such as the Zameen.com 
Property Expo 2014 and its 
upcoming 2015 edition, I 
am confident the event will 
be a remarkable success.”

Zameen.com is the coun-
try’s first and largest real es-
tate website with 1.5 million 
monthly visits, 7,000 agen-
cies and upwards of 500,000 
members. It features more 
than 1.3 million authen-
tic property listings from 
around the country.

Warid extends LTE 
internet service 

to three cities

Nest I/O passes
fi rst batch of 

entrepreneurs 

NADRA  sett ing 
up 8 centers for 

overseas Pakistanis

Huawei sprints 
for capacity 

building in ICT

iNew Pak set to hit 
smartphone market 

in Pakistan

Mobicash launches 
‘NFC Payment 

Solutions’ in Pakistan

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Warid Telecom is the lead-
ing LTE service provider 
having most number of sub-
scribers than any other telco 
in Pakistan. The tradition 
follows as the company has 
further expanded its LTE 
service by introduction of 
region based offer for three 
cities including Multan, 
Jaamshoro, and Hyderabad.

The region based offer 
will allow prepaid custom-
ers in the above cited cities 
to avail 1GB LTE internet 
for only Rs 50/week, or 5 
GB/month for only Rs 100. 
The subscription method is 
simple and customers only 
have to dial *522# to acti-
vate the offer.

Senior official from War-
id Telecom commented, 
“The Company has pro-
vided innovation driven so-
lutions and always focused 
for customer convenience 
and is advancing further by 
exploiting number of new 
ways to enhance the capa-
bilities”.

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
The first batch of young en-
thusiastic entrepreneurs has 
passed out from Nest I/O. 
The project was launched 
by collaboration of Google, 
Samsung and US State De-
partment with a heavy contri-
bution of $1.4 million.

The project was started 
with the aim to promote en-
trepreneurship in the Paki-
stan by giving young people 
fundamental skills to profes-
sionally start their business 
venture and operate it with 
utmost proficiency that will 
make the market more com-
petitive in the market as well 
as youth will be lured towards 
innovative products to make 
a benchmark in the business 
domain. 

“The successful comple-
tion of first batch of entre-
preneurs is a milestone and 
the pass outs are expected to 
make impact in the practical 
application of the knowledge 
they gained during the course 
of their time at Nest I/O”, 
Nest I/O focal person said. 

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The overseas Pakistanis face 
unendurable inconvenience 
due to non-existence of NA-
DRA centers in abroad. The 
government of Pakistan has 
decided to establish eight 
NADRA Centers in Bah-
rain, Malaysia, Canada and 
Spain in a bid to facilitate 
overseas Pakistanis.

The government official 
while speaking in National 
Assembly (NA) Session said 
that the NADRA offices in 
United Kingdom (UK) have 
insufficient human resource 
due to which they cannot 
efficiently cater to huge Pa-
kistani population in the 
country. He further high-
lighted that mobile vans are 
working in UK to improve 
access in far flung areas. 
The government is improv-
ing public service delivery 
systems in various domains 
by establishing district level 
offices and incorporation of 
ICT to ensure transparency 
and streamlining the pro-
cesses to avoid discrepancies.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Huawei, the prime telecom 
company has launched 
‘Seeds for future’ programme 
in order to build capacities 
for future in Information 
Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT). The launching 
ceremony of the programme 
was held in Islamabad. 

According to the source 11 
students belonging from dif-
ferent universities of Pakistan 
will be given the opportunity 
to visit China for 2 weeks to 
enrich their knowledge and 
learning in the field of ICT. 
The Huawei targets youth to 
thrive in this field to bring 
innovation and to build hu-
man capital for the future 
needs. The programme is the 
part of Huawei`s Corpora-
tion Social Responsibility ini-
tiative and will expose youth 
to various professional envi-
ronments. This programme 
will help to develop the lo-
cal resources to nurture in 
the domain of ICT and take 
challenges of this industry in 
order to meet future needs.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
The telecom sector industry 
in Pakistan has thrived stun-
ningly over a decade in Paki-
stan and several news that 
float in industry once a ma-
jor deal is signed. Fonescape 
Communications Pvt Limit-
ed subsidiary iNew Pakistan 
(perspective new entrant 
in Pakistan smartphone 
market) has signed Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Mobile Masters 
recently.

According to the MoU, 
Mobile Master has become 
the authorized regional 
distributor for iNew Smart-
phones accessories and will 
be responsible to disburse 
the company products in 
Punjab region.  

Senior representative 
from iNew Pakistan ex-
pressed his optimism on 
the occasion, “iNew Smart-
phones is all set to mark its 
presence in Pakistan smart-
phone industry and is all 
focused to introduce new 
technologies”.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Mobicash has introduced 
‘Near Field Communication 
(NFC)’ payment solution to 
the consumers. The start of 
the initiative also marked the 
company to be the only Mo-
bile Financial Service (MFS) 
provider to offer such solu-
tion. The mobile account 
users can utilize the facility 
on vending machines. The 
Mobicash signed official 
agreements with Batwa and 
Wavetec in a ceremony held 
recently. 

Aniqa Afzal Sandhu, 
Director Mobile Financial 
services Mobilink shared his 
thoughts on launching of 
MFS, “NFC based payment 
solutions unearths countless 
opportunities to allow our 
1.5 million strong Mobicash 
mobile account consumers   
family to use NFC technol-
ogy to pay for daily transac-
tions, starting with these 
NFC based vending ma-
chines.”. NFC enabled retail 
payment solutions are also in 
the pipeline.

IoBM stresses on entrepreneurial 
approach to diff use energy crisis

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
Pakistan`s greatest chal-
lenge in present day is the 
energy crisis which has 
spoiled major industries in 
number of ways. The ris-
ing unemployment, under 
achieved production from 
industries, shake of inves-
tors trust are few of the 
countless associated prob-
lems of this due to which 
Pakistan has faced seri-
ous damage. The Institute 
of Business Management 
(IoBM) also expressed grave 
concerns on the persisting 
energy crisis and organized 
a conference on ‘Energy 
self-sufficiency’ to pop up 
various solutions of energy 
crisis and make country 
as an energy self-sufficient 
country.

The experts at the con-
ference emphasized on cre-
ating friendly opportunities 
for business oriented people 
in the fields of renewable 
energy. The enhancement 
of funding in research and 
development of economi-

cally viable energy solutions 
especially renewable energy 
was also voiced. 

Talib Karim, Rector 

IoBM said while speaking 
on the occasion, “The tech-
nopreneurship in energy 
sector is the key to address 
the existing heavy challenge 
of energy shortfall that can 
grow more serious in case 
timely policy shifts are not 
opted”.

The energy experts, re-
searchers, professionals, 
representatives from gov-
ernment counterparts also 
participated in the confer-
ence and hailed the efforts 
of IoBM to sensitize on the 
pertinent issue and creating 
a platform for stakeholders 
to brainstorm for proposing 
pragmatic solutions.


