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Policy and planning in-
evitable for S&T devel-
opment
SINCE THE United Nations 
Conference on “Application of 
Science and Technology (S&T) 
for the Benefi t of Under devel-
oped Countries” in 1963, a con-
viction has grown that S&T are 
catalysts for development..........

Notice
The office has estab-

lished an Investigation 
Cell in order to unfold il-
legitimate activities as well 
as sensitize our readers 
on grey areas in various 
sectors including Science 
& Technology, Energy, 
Information Technology, 
Agriculture, Environment, 
Education and Health. 
Under this initiative, we 
plan to start publishing 
articles and news reports 
this Cell would clear af-
ter thorough scrutiny of 
information and related 
documents. Our readers 
can also share with us any 
information or documents 
about any illegitimate or 
non-professional activity or 
policy in these sectors for a 
good cause. Their identity 
would be kept confidential 
in any case.
Information can be shared at:
+92 51 2607219
Mobile: 03336383241
Email: ic@technologytimes.pk

Broadband forum 
deliberates new avenues 
for service improvement

BY: AHSAN JAMIL
The broadband industry has in-
numerable applications in today`s 
world in range of areas. It has given 
lifeline to several dying industries 
and opened up springboard for new 
prospects like e-commerce. Some of 
the booming areas fuelled by broad-
band are education, healthcare, en-
vironment and trade. Broadband is 
like oxygen for corporate sector to 
synchronize the business pattern ac-
cording to rapidly changing dynam-
ics. It imparts direct and indirect 
effect on socio economic sustain-
ability of the country. Broadband 
industry market needs a flutter in 
Pakistan particularly; authorities, 
public & private sector organiza-
tions connected to it are working 
extensively to improve their ser-
vices and their exhaustive efforts 
will greatly impact to push country 
towards e-revolution and bring it at 
par to the developed countries.

Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) held a Broadband 
Forum recently to explore new ways 
in order to capitalize on the enor-
mous potential of broadband ser-
vices in Pakistan with reference to 
rapidly increasing subscription rate.

Speaking on the occasion, Chair-
man PTA, Dr. Syed Ismail Shah ar-
ticulated the role of PTA as enabler 
and facilitator and said that the 
availability of mobile broadband 
has opened new avenues of op-
portunities for Pakistan. The high 
speed internet will revolutionize 
all other industries in the country 
in the forthcoming years. Mobile 

broadband has been introduced in 
Pakistan through successful auction 
of 3G and 4G spectrums last year. 
He said that it was imperative that 
the benefits of broadband should 
reach to the grass root level in the 
form of e-services e-health, e-educa-
tion, e-commerce, e-governance etc.

The speakers of seminar also 
voiced their concerns on imposi-
tion of tax on 3G/4G networks by 
Government of Punjab and urged 
them to revise the decision for 
larger interest of the broadband 
industry by keeping stakeholders 
on board.

Member (Finance) PTA re-
marked on the potentials of mo-
bile broadband and deemed it as 
enabler for digital financial inclu-
sion. He said that government had 
made National Financial Inclusion 
Policy which aims at 50% popula-
tion of the country will have their 
digital accounts by 2020. He said 
that technical regulation for mobile 
banking was being worked upon by 
PTA and State Bank jointly. Cur-
rently, Rs.327 million revenue is 
coming from mobile segment and 
it is expected to cross 800 million 
in future, he added.

The seminar proved to be a piv-
ot in which IT & telecom industry 
experts, representatives of telecom 
companies and participants from 
academia gave their valuable in-
put and consultative opinions for 
betterment of services in broad-
band area. Such forums need to 
be conducted on frequent basis 
to entail active participation from 
concerned circles in order to have 
a better foothold on policy mak-
ers for furtherance of this crucial 
area that has tendency to intensify 
the economic temperature of the 
country.

Punjab 
imposes heft y 

taxes on 3G/4G 
internet users

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The Government of Punjab 
has imposed a heavy 19.5% 
tax on 3G and 4G internet 

services. The taxes are ap-
plicable on 2Mbps and the 
broadband utility bills ex-
ceeding Rs.1500/month.  

The imposition of this 
tax will directly affect 56% 
of population of Pakistan 
that is internet consumer. 
The broadband industry 
response on this tax is vig-
orously unpleasant. A high 
amplitude wave of agony 
has meandered through the 
telecom service industry and 
is expected to cause copious 
loss to them as well as the 
consumers. Not only exist-
ing telecom companies are 
concerned about it but also 
the prospective investors 
have been shaken. Accord-
ing to a leading telecom 
company official, “This tax is 
a manifestation of uncooked 
priorities of government and 
it will seriously harm major 
prospects of e-commerce, m-
banking, entrepreneurship 
and almost entire economy 
for meeting budgetary defi-
cits.” It is fairly expected 
that telecom industry, stake-
holders, and consumers are 
seriously shocked at this tax 
imposition and this fret may 
ignite a movement to pres-
surize government to revisit 
the policy and reverse the 
tax imposition to regain the 
trust of investors.

PSF to carry out need 
assessment of rural area 

schools: Dr. Ashraf

KOICA  to give
 training on EDS

Clean technologies must for 
sustainable future

PR: Pakistan Science Foun-
dation (PSF) will carry out 
need assessment of rural area 
schools for launching a pilot 
project in one 
of the dis-
tricts to pro-
mote inquiry-
based science 
educa t i on , 
said Prof. 
Dr. Muham-
mad Ashraf, 
Chairman, Pakistan Science 
Foundation (PSF). 

The Chairman was speak-
ing as the Chief Guest at a 
function in connection with 
24th Inter Board Science 
Poster Competition, at PSF.

Prof. Dr. Akram Sheikh, 
Member Science PSF, Has-
nat Ahmed Qureshi, Mem-
ber Finance PSF and Amjad 
Hussain, head of Interna-
tional Liaison, Ministry of 
Science and Technology 
(MoST) as well as members 
of Jury for declaring winners 
of the posters were also pre-
sent on this occasion. The 
Jury members comprising 
renowned artists and scien-
tists included Mrs. Tasneem 
Abbas, an eminent art-

ist, Khalid Siddique, Joint 
Technical Advisor MoST, 
Nosheen Aamir, an artist. 
Nusrat Zaidi, Graphic Artist 

of PSF and Organizer of the 
competition, a good number 
of scientists and people from 
academia and other walks of 
life attended the function.

Dr. Ashraf said that the 
rural area schools are in 
shambles and they need at-
tention for equipping them 
with science labs to promote 
and popularize science edu-
cation in the country. He dis-
closed that in collaboration 
with UNESCO they would 
develop science kits for labo-
ratories of rural areas schools 
to strengthen science-base in 
Pakistan. He said that assess-
ment of these schools’ needs 
will be carried out by PSF 
and on its basis the model 
kit will be developed.

PR: Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOI-
CA) Pakistan held a pre-
departure meeting for the 

government officials for 
Country Focused Training 
program on “Economic De-
velopment Strategy” sched-
uled to be held on June 7th-
27th, 2015 in Korea.  

The country focused 
training program aims to 
provide useful insight and 
guideline on economic 
development by sharing 
Korea’s economic develop-
ment experience and to 
strengthen policy making 
and implementation capac-
ity of government officials 
from Pakistan. 

Addressing at the occa-
sion, the Country Director 
KOICA, Sung Choon-ki 
welcomed the participant 
and briefly introduced KOI-
CA and KOICA Alumni 

activities in Pakistan. After 
that he shared the hand-
outs of the article written 
by Korean Ambassador, Dr. 
Song Jong-Hwan on lesson 
from Koreans Economic 
Development in Economist 
magazine.

He said “Korea unprec-
edented socio-economic 
development is marked as 
miracle of the world. This 
miracle was done due to vi-
sionary leadership, national 
unity, sacrifices and practi-
cal polices which translated 
dreams into reality. This 
training will be focused on 
enhancing vision of you on 
socio-economic develop-
ment of Korea and I hope 
you can learn and apply 
those lessons on your work-
place.”

Muhammad Nawaz Mir-
za (KAAP Alum) serving as  
Director to Federal Minister 
for Planning, Development 
and Reforms, briefly shared 
his experiences in Korea , its 
culture and lifestyle. Aqsa 
Liaquat, participant of the 
training program also show 
his deep interest and thank-
ful for the Korean govern-
ment for offering this much 
needed training program.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
A seminar on ‘Cleantech 
Competition’ was jointly 
organized by Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI) and the United 
Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organization 
(UNIDO) in order to create 
awareness among small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 
and startups to expand 
their commercial prospects 
through venturing in clean 
technologies. 

FPCCI Vice President 
Hameed Akhtar Chadda 
enumerated that the SMEs 
and startup businesses were 
encountering various chal-
lenges in accessing finance 
for adopting clean technolo-
gies. He stressed that gov-
ernment should create pol-
icy incentives and come up 
with some instruments like 
innovative finance, clean 

technology development 
initiatives and suitable le-
gal & regulatory framework 
in order to facilitate and 
encourage SMEs for going 
green and clean. 

Addressing the seminar, 
Dr. Shaheena Waheed, 
National Programme Coor-
dinator, UNIDO Pakistan 
threw light on the signifi-
cance of clean technolo-
gies for SMEs and said that 
clean technology innova-
tions have bright future 
in Pakistan and in global 
market. She stressed on the 
small-medium enterprises 
to focus on embracing clean 

technology innovations to 
fuel green industrial revo-
lution in the country and 
achieve lucrative returns. 
She said UNIDO was look-
ing to help Pakistani entre-
preneurs with best ideas 
that address today’s pressing 
energy, environmental and 
economic challenges. 

Muhammad Hammad 
Bashir Saeed, Project Tech-
nical Expert Cleantech Pa-
kistan Program, UNIDO 
gave a detailed presentation 
on Cleantech Competition 
and said Cleantech was a 
global competition focusing 
on encouraging the SMEs 
to come up with innovative 
ideas for addressing issues 
in the areas of renewable 
energy, energy efficiency, 
water efficiency and waste 
to energy and contribute 
to cultivate green industrial 
growth through adaptation 
of clean technologies.

Kaymu.pk, Plan 9 
agreed to promote 
entrepreneurship

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
Kaymu.pk (leading e-com-
merce site in Pakistan) and 
Plan9 (largest technology 
incubator in Pakistan) have 
mutually agreed to train the 

nascent aspiring startups to 
improve the entrepreneur-
ship ecosystem in Pakistan.  

According to the agree-
ment kaymu.pk will provide 
mentorship to the Plan 9 
team and help the young 
startups to develop their 
startups and transform their 
dream into reality.

The joint experience 
and expertise of the two 
organizations will certainly 
inflict positive vibes on the 
e-commerce of Pakistan thus 
reshaping it.

 Anchor for optimized network 
monitoring in Pakistan

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The RIPE Atlas Anchor 
was hosted by COMSATS 
Internet Services (CIS). The 
event was sponsored by Asia 
Pacific Network Informa-
tion Centre (APNIC). 

The RIPE Atlas project 
is mainly an internet meas-
urement network that in-
corporates global network 
of probes and anchors in 
order to monitor and meas-
ure internet connectivity 
and health of the network 
in real time.

M. Amir Malik, CEO 
CIS was present on the oc-
casion who said that CIS 
was the forerunner Internet 
Service provider in Pakistan 

and maintaining its legacy it 
becomes first to initiate the 
installation of the RIPE At-
las Anchor with 
the outstanding 
support of AP-
NIC. He further 
said that this will 
help in fostering 
our integration 
and system to en-
sure that our cli-
ents in Pakistan 
get the best inter-
net experience.

Duncan Macintosh, AP-
NIC Development Director 
said in his address, “APNIC 
is privileged to have collabo-
ration with COMSATS in 
hosting an Anchor in Pa-

kistan.” Macintosh further 
added, “The ‘Atlas Anchor’ 
offers understanding of the 

state of a country’s Internet 
infrastructure in real time. 
All the data collected by the 
Anchor is made available to 
everyone for free to do their 
own analysis.”

Gas discovered 
in Kirthar

STAFF REPORT ISB: Pol-
ish Oil and Gas Company 
Pakistan (PGNiG) has dis-
covered tight gas in Kirthar 
block. The block is located 
52 kilometers from Dadu 

city. The discovery was made 
while drilling and testing of 
Rizq-1 Exploratory Well. 

During initial testing 
Rizq-1 well could not pro-
duce commercial volume 
of gas; however it delivered 
up to 10.7 MMSCFD Gas 
from Pab formation of Cre-
taceous age.

Rizq-1 well was spudded 
in October last year and 
drilled up to total depth 
of 3173 meters. On the 
basis of evaluation made 
through wireline logging 
techniques, the production 
testing was undertaken on 
May 12, 2015. Kirthar block 
is a joint venture between 
PGNiG and Pakistan Petro-
leum Limited (PPL). It is 
pertinent to mention that 
it is the second discovery in 
the block after Rehman dis-
covery in year 2012.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
NUST students garnered 
immense appreciation upon 
qualifying in RoboCup 2015. 
The students will showcase 
their indigenously made ro-
bots in international compe-
tition. It is unprecedented as 
the NUST team becomes the 
only to qualify from South 
Asian origin which is suffi-
cient to prove the ingenuity 
of Pakistani talent. The team 
will contest in Standard Plat-
form League category under 
RoboCup 2015 in Hefei, 
China next month.   

RoboCup 2015 is annual 
international robotics tour-
nament specifically a soccer 
mega event of robots. The 
tournament eyes on promo-
tion of Artificial Intelligence 
research and supplement the 
advancement of robots in a 
lively, entertaining manner 
to engage interest of wider 
range of people across the 
globe.  

The leagues in the com-
petiton include RoboCup 
Soccer, RoboCup Rescue, 
RoboCup@Home, Robo-
Cup@Work and RoboCup 
Junior. The Standard plat-
form league in which NUST 
team qualified emphasizes 

the software aspect of the ro-
bots. In this league, all teams 
will have the same robots but 
the competition will rely on 

software optimizations and 
intelligence of the robots.

The 8 members qualifiers  
include Dr. Yasar Ayaz (Pro-
ject Supervisor), Muhammad 
Talha Imran (Team Lead), 
Abdul Rehman, Abdul Ha-
seeb Ayub, Idrees Hussain, 
Maham Tanveer, Shams ul 
Azeem, Umair Hassan Khan 
Niazi. The tournament will 
kick start from July 17, 2015 
and will conclude on July 23, 
2015. The fingers are crossed 
as NUST team will compete 
29 best teams from all over 
the world.

Such milestone achieve-
ments not only help to 
better Pakistan`s image at 
international level but also 
enable international com-
munity to realize excep-
tional quality education, re-
search activities, and talent 
in the country.

NUST team qualifi es 
for RoboCup 2015

Govt. allocates Rs.142 
billion for energy sector

STAFF REPORT ISB: Fed-
eral Minister for Finance, 
Ishaq Dar while presenting 
budget 2015-2016 in Nation-
al Assembly, promulgated to 
allocate Rs. 142 billion for 
energy sector in a bid to end 
load shedding by year 2017.

He said that, “The work 

is in progress to add 7000 
MW to national grid besides 
another 3600 MW through 
LNG based power plants.” 
Karachi nuclear power 
plants, Dasu, Diamer Bhasha 
Dam projects are also under-
way to account for menace of 
energy crisis, he added.
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SCITECH

Policy and planning inevitable 
for S&T development

SINCE THE United Na-
tions Conference on “Ap-
plication of Science and 
Technology (S&T) for the 
Benefit of Under developed 
Countries” in 1963, a con-
viction has grown that S&T 
are catalysts for development 
and propellants for progress, 
reducing the widening gap 
between the advanced and 
developing countries thus 
called for the building up of 
indigenous S&T capacity in 
developing countries.

It was further suggested 
that the judicious introduc-
tion of “new technologies,” 
like space, computers etc. 
might accelerate the progress 
of developing countries. 
However, the apparent em-
phasis was on appropriate 
technology and technol-
ogy transfer, on the premises, 
that enough knowledge was 
already available to be trans-
ferred. The limitations of 
such an approach are now 
well recognized.

There has been a visible 
progress in the indigenous 
S&T infrastructure in several 
developing countries as well 
in Pakistan and the world 
plan of action is still valid. 
The experience shown in 
Pakistan that the technology 
policy has to be integrated in 
the industrial policy, which, 
in turn, has to be integrated 
with other national policies 
and development goals, the 
ability to discern Technology 
is an essential ingredient for 
self-reliance. This ability to 
discern can only come from 
choice and from awakening 
and awareness about tech-
nology impact on social, 
economic and industrial 
development. This calls for 
an urgent need in Pakistan 
for easy access to industrial 
technological information’s, 
trained personnel’s to ana-
lyze it and build up the nec-
essary structures and organi-

zations.
Effective relationship is 

also certainly required. It 
means that indigenous S&T 
competence for industriali-
zation need an effective re-
lationship that would be an 
essence for industrialization 
strategy. The Government 
of Pakistan needs to develop 
effective task force to build 
an effective strategy. It is no-
ticed that lack of indigenous 
technology leads to import 
foreign technology which re-
quire foreign exchange, loss 
of control, foreign expertise 
etc. The enclave economy 
leads to further import and 
perpetuate technology de-
pendence.

Industrial transformation 
is the exponential variable; 
this needs to be attained 
through technology transfor-
mation which in turn would 
bring reduction of technol-
ogy dependence on transna-
tional companies. Through 
development of technology 
and strengthening the tech-
nological compatibilities 
would improve access for 
more export of products on 
fair and reasonable terms 
thus improving the bargain-
ing position of Pakistan in 
internationals market. There 
is less awareness among gov-
ernment and industrialist for 
the cause and use of S&T for 
development and increase 
local competence. However, 
the Government relies more 
on international assistance 
for technology and financial 
investments and it face finan-
cial, managerial and market 
constraints, others feel that 
the atmosphere may be up-
set for foreign investment by 
regulating technology and 
setting up industries is more 
important than building up 
technological competence. 
However, in this process they 
take the risk of charting on 
wrong course of develop-
ment.

Pakistan needs to devise 
S&T plans and strategies 
for future and should show 
explicit policies to integrate 
with other policies to make 
S&T as deliberate instru-
ment for development. 
Policies are not based upon 

integrated system approach 
and efforts in in general have 
been ad-hoc and fragmentary 
than within a total frame-
work of development policy. 
Sufficient interaction of 
S&T with productive sectors 
had not taken place to create 
self generating dynamism in 
industrial structure. There 
are no systematic evaluations 
of the existing technology 
structures.

Evaluation, monitoring 
and coordination are the 
weakest links. Furthermore 

there are not adequate policy 
instruments because of both 
internal and external influ-
ence and vested interest.

The much needed link-
age and mobility between 
research, industry and educa-
tion are mostly absent. There 
is still a huge gap between 
technological service capabil-
ities like project preparation, 
feasibility studies, design and 
engineering consultancy 
etc. Technology transforma-
tion also needs social and 
political transformation for 
cooperation between govern-
ment and industries to create 
confidence for creative, in-
vention, innovative environ-
ment for conductive use for 
technology generation. The 
general level of technologi-
cal awareness and capability 
of the population as a whole 
is distinct from scientist and 
engineers which must be im-
proved substantially.

A single pattern for S&T 
development and a cure for 
all deficiencies can`t be pre-
scribed but attempts should 
be made to augment a sound 
policy for autonomous deci-
sion making for optimum 
use of available resources and 
capabilities. In spite of several 

progressive steps taken by the 
Government of Pakistan in 
past, technology innovation 
in industrial sector has been 
limited; this position certain-
ly has to be improved. There 
is no doubt that awakening 
and consciousness’ in current 
government exists for upgrad-
ing the policy, for the cause 
and use of technology for de-
velopment but the efforts do 
not commensurate with the 
needs and conditions.

It is fair to say that cur-
rent government is facing 

the dual tasks of rectifying 
the deficiencies of past ef-
forts and improving upon 
the present position to come 
to grips is an emerging chal-
lenge, it is time for the gov-
ernment to find alternate 
pathways for industrializa-
tion and technological self 
reliance. The up gradation of 
existing and traditional tech-
nologies, generating, mobi-
lizing and optimally utilizing 
local natural resources for 
revitalizing and accelerating 
the development process for 
self-reliance. 

It is also recognized that 
technology policy instru-
ments and the political will 
to implement them and a 
system for monitoring its im-
plementation, to review and 
re-orient and administrate 
policies response would be 
a step in the right direction. 
Technology policies and 
plans would have to cover 
its all segments for the total 
technological spectrum for 
using technology as an in-
strument for total national 
development.

Unfortunately, failure to 
implement policies has been 
the tradition of our system 
of governance over and over 

again. In the past, many poli-
cies have floundered because 
the policy makers embarked 
on their ambitious program 
for political reasons and as 
it appears that current gov-
ernment has not change its 
course. The government 
must trace root cause, why 
implementation has always 
been such a problem when 
policies are designed for 
improvement and those fac-
tors which are in-built in the 
policies contribute towards 
the failure of implementa-
tion and those factors of the 
policy to address unequivo-
cally the core issues of good 
governance.

The good governance re-
quires the implementation 
of all policies for economic 
and social benefit of the so-
ciety as a whole instead for 
a particular social group. In 
short, good governance takes 
place when leaders confront 
such challenges as develop-
ment, poverty and in equal-
ity head on, by the only, 
democratic institutions can 
provide the accountability 
and responsiveness that are 
a fundamental requirement 
for good governance. The 
democracy is a necessary pre-
condition for good govern-
ance, the existence of demo-
cratic structure is not enough 
to guarantee responsible and 
enlightened leadership.

Periodical electronic, how-
ever, free and fair, are insuffi-
cient by themselves to secure 
action tending to achieve 
genuine development. It 
needs a system of constant 
interaction with the people it 
represents, and monitoring 
development policy and its 
goals. What that system will 
offer answers; people of Paki-
stan are still waiting.

Following programmes 
should be included in policy 
for development of S&T:
i. Emphasis on local re-

sources and skills genera-
tion mobilize and utilize 
the local rich resources 
like biomass and biomass-
based industrialization 
strategy, by utilizing every 
part of the plants from 
“leaf to root” as an indus-
trial raw material. This 

may lead to decentralized 
rural industrialization 
and rural development 
leading to a rural urban 
continuum rather than 
rural-urban conflict. This 
would also reinforce the 
nexus between Agricul-
ture, Food, Energy and 
Industry/Development.

ii. Emphasis on exports 
and competitive aspects. 
This would need upgrad-
ing existing technologies, 
to improve productivity, 
quality and international 
competitive strength with 
a dynamic and aggressive 
policy keeping a keen eye 
on technological advances 
and their introduction.

iii. Those policy issue have 
a bearing on Technology 
should relate to identify 
specific growth poles in 
terms of specific clusters 
and activate the dynamic 
interlink ages within and 
among these clusters. 
Technology thrust areas 
have to be identified and 
defined.

iv. The technological status 
of individual industrial 
sectors in Pakistan must 
be assessed first as well 
as the technological ser-
vice capabilities. Possible 
import of technological 
advances should be evalu-
ated for competition in 
external markets. New 
institutions may be build 
only after translating exist-
ing national programmes 
into concrete Technol-
ogy tasks, assigning these 
tasks to existing centers, 
identifying the gaps and 
only then new core of 
institutions to close these 
gaps and to promote new 
areas. Whole range of 
technological institutes, 
their relevance, effective-
ness and interaction, 
interlink-age, trans-dis-
ciplinary trans-pectoral, 
trans-organizational links, 
have to be reassured.
Pakistan has huge poten-

tial and provided the resourc-
es are utilized in channelized 
and organized way the overall 
scenario can be reversed that 
can lead country towards 
prosperous future.

COTTON IS a soft, fluffy 
staple fiber that grows in a 
boll. Cotton plant belongs 
to the genus “Gossypium” 
in the family of “Malvaceae.” 
The fiber is almost pure cel-
lulose. The cotton plant is a 
shrub native to tropical and 
subtropical regions around 
the world, including the 
America, Africa, and India. 
The greatest diversity of 
wild cotton species is found 
in Mexico, followed by Aus-
tralia and Africa. Cotton is 
grown commercially in more 
than 70 different countries, 
mostly in the longitudinal 
band between 37°N and 
32°S. Cotton is especially 
adapted to the semi-arid and 
arid environment where it is 
either grown under rain-fed 
conditions or on irrigated 
land.

Cotton is grown primar-
ily for its fiber which is used 
as a raw material in textiles 
and to produce vegetable 
oil. Cotton is heavily traded 
agricultural commodity with 
over 150 countries involved 
in either exporting or im-
porting the cotton. It is the 
most widely used natural 
fiber cloth in fabrics these 
days. Current estimates for 
world production are about 
25 million tonnes (110 mil-
lion bales) annually.

Pakistan stands at fourth 
in the list of top cotton pro-
ducing countries. China is 
the biggest producer as well 
as consumer but United 
States exports most of its 
production and processes a 
small percentage. In some 
countries like Pakistan, In-

dia, China or Turkey, cotton 
production is going to be 
affected by soil degradation, 
water scarcity, and climate 
change.

According to “Global 
Climate Risk Index 2014” re-
leased by the German Watch 
Institute; Pakistan is ranked 
third after Haiti and the 
Philippines in the ranking 
of countries most affected 
by climate change. Cotton 
production has affected the 

climate and is also being af-
fected by the climate change 
these days. 

The most devastating fac-
tor remained the monsoon 
which destroys the cotton 
crop.  Different operations 
during the production of 
cotton at field level related 
to growth, plant protection 
and harvesting results in 
emissions of different harm-
ful gases. These gas emissions 
are one of the major causes of 
global warming that increas-
es temperature worldwide. 
Other than cultural practices 
of cotton production, fur-
ther processing poses threat 
to climate and these opera-
tions include ginning, bale 
formation, its transportation 
to textile mill after that bales 
are undergo different stages 
to come into final shape of 
fine fabric. These all pro-
cesses need energy that cost 
much more to climate that 
is why we are on the front of 
climate change issue. 

Those regions which are 
producing cotton close to 
40º C would seem to be at 

a disadvantage. They already 
have longer growing seasons 
and any rise in temperature 
could induce sterility and 
inhibit boll formation. The 
plant breeders in such coun-
tries will have to focus on 
heat tolerance induction in 
cotton plant. Cotton is suc-
cessfully grown at 28.2º C 
in China, 37.6º C in India, 
36.8º C in Pakistan, and 
41.8º C in Sudan.

It has not been estab-

lished that 41.8º C is the 
upper limit, but the recent 
experiences in many coun-
tries particularly in India, 
Pakistan and the Syrian Arab 
Republic has shown that 
heat stress is a big constraint 
to increasing yields. If global 
warming continues; Turkey, 
China, United States, Aus-
tralia and Argentina could 
experience a positive impact 
on yields as a result of a rise 
in temperatures of only a 
few degrees Celsius. Cotton 
yields are expected to in-
crease with limited increase 
in temperature and carbon 
di oxide in some countries 
while in the other will result 
in flower and fruit shedding. 

Cotton has certain resil-
ience to high temperature 
and drought due to its verti-
cal tap root but it is sensitive 
to water availability particu-
larly at flowering and boll 
formation. Climate change 
impacts on rainfall are re-
gionally diverse. 

Pakistan is likely to be the 
country that will suffer most 
from climate change as far 

agriculture is concerned. In 
Pakistan, agriculture is highly 
dependent on irrigation wa-
ter derived from the Indus 
River, which will carry less 
water as the Himalayan and 
Tibetan glaciers and snow-
fields diminish in size. 

The Indus River is very 
important to agriculture in 
Pakistan as cotton produc-
tion already takes place in 
sub-optimal conditions with 
respect to high temperatures. 
Therefore, further increases 
in temperature during the 
growing season will depress 
yield. Recent floods in 2014 
have given us a wakeup call 
to understand the gravity of 
the situation. This is a clear 
picture of climate change 
which is going to become 
more intensive in near fu-
ture. In 2010, flooding in 
Pakistan heightened the 
awareness of climate impacts, 
when water covered one-fifth 
of the country, directly affect-
ing about 20 million people 
and destroying their ability to 
live and be productive.  

Pakistan economy is high-
ly dependent on agriculture 
and if certain measures are 
not taken, the country may 
bother genuine threats. In 
order to protect agriculture 
from climate hits particu-
larly monsoon intensive rain 
impacts on cotton fruit and 
quality; farmers with the help 
of experts have to reconsider 
the date of sowing the cotton 
at least two months prior the 
current so that the product 
is harvested before the mon-
soon hits and to use the pre-
cision agricultural technolo-
gies like Global Positioning 
System (GPS), Geographic 
Information System (GIS) 
in terms of fertilizer, water 
application and plant protec-
tion so that environmental 
pollution can be minimized.

The author can be reached at 
abbasfarid2257@gmail.com
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Booming business prospects to 
curtail post-harvest losses

A SKYROCKET increase 
in the human population, 
changes in dietary habits 
especially in the developing 
countries towards high qual-
ity foods, decrease in the per-
capita crop land availability, 
and poor management are 
the major implications for 
food security. Addition to 
this a large portion of all 
fresh produce is lost world-
wide after harvest due to 
physiological (wilting, shrive-
ling, chilling injury etc.), 
pathological (decay due to 
fungi and bacteria) and phys-
ical factors (mechanical in-
jury); among these many are 
interrelated, i.e. mechanical 
injury can lead to posthar-
vest decay in many cases. 

Farmers in the develop-
ing countries lose about 
20-40% of their crops com-
pared with 10-15% in the de-
veloped countries. In case of 
fruits and vegetables; losses 
after harvest are particularly 
severe due to their highly 
perishable nature. The 
wholesale value of fruits is es-
timated at around 40 billion 
EUR, and a similar figure 
for vegetables. In European 
Union alone millions of eu-
ros lost due to postharvest 
losses and reduced quality 
of fruits. Similar losses occur 
in other developed OECD 
countries.

Following are some of 
the evidences of crop losses 
worldwide:
• About 10-20% of the total 

grain harvest is lost each 
year due to inappropriate 
storage and management, 
according to Archer 
Daniels-Midland´s co-
chairman Patricia Woertz 
(Davos, 2010).

• Rice losses after harvest 
in Southeast Asia are es-
timated between 10-37% 

(FAO, 1999).
• Potato postharvest losses 

in Asia are estimated 
around 23-27% (FAO 
2009).

• Postharvest losses of toma-
toes in Egypt account for 
27-43%, depending on 
the source (University of 
California, 2009).

• Vegetable (tomato, cucum-
ber, pepper, beans) post-
harvest losses in South-
east Asia range between 
13-20%.

• Mango postharvest losses 
in several tropical coun-
tries (Benin, Brazil, Costa 
Rica, and Pakistan) range 

between 15% in the dry 
season and 70% in the 
rainy season mostly due 
to poor storage and an-
thracnose (University of 
California 2009).

• In India and China, coun-
tries with a combined 
population of 2.4 bil-
lion inhabitants posthar-
vest losses for citrus and 
mango 15-25%, cabbage 
20-25% and tomato 20-
35% (Kumar et al. 2004) 
(Feng, 2001).
In order to reduce these 

losses in the distribution 
chain especially in fruits, 
producers tend to harvest 
green, immature crop that 
resulted a poor tasting and 
visual quality. Postharvest 
chemicals offer protection 
against decay after harvest. 

However in many countries 
like European there is a very 
high sensitivity in retail to 
residue issues not only when 
MRLs (maximum residue 
levels) are exceeded, also 
some retailers in Europe fa-
vor a zero–residue policy.

An integrated approach 
from “seed to supermarket 
shelf” will be required to de-
crease the postharvest losses 
will require since many pre-
harvest factors do influence 
postharvest behavior and 
losses.  

Generally growers and 
shippers try to reduce post-
harvest losses through ear-

lier harvesting and shipping 
greener fruit. Often this fruit 
has not reached the maturity 
levels necessary for good eat-
ing quality (sugars, taste and 
color development). This 
change in harvest criteria 
results in less losses in tran-
sit, but is a major cause of 
rejection, dissatisfaction by 
consumers that leads to sales 
reduction. Fruits maturing 
rooms are used usually for 
some crops, such as banan-
as, but are seldom used for 
others, such as mango and 
avocado. For citrus, degreen-
ing rooms have been used 
to remove chlorophyll, the 
green pigment and expose 
carotenes, the orange pig-
ment characteristic of citrus. 
When fruits are harvested at 
the proper maturity stage, 

ripening systems can im-
prove significantly the eating 
quality of many fruits (stone 
fruits, pears, mango and avo-
cado) at retail. These systems 
have to be well planned, 
managed and controlled; so 
that they improve eating and 
visual quality without dam-
aging internal quality and/
or reducing shelf life of the 
fruits and vegetables.

In the past times breed-
ing has been done for shelf 
life and productivity at the 
expense of taste for seed 
vegetable business. However 
in some crops like tomato 
and melon, the trend was 
reverted in variety develop-
ment with the introduction 
of tastier varieties. Still the 
majority of the vegetable 
varieties being sold today is 
selected for productivity, dis-
ease resistance and extended 
shelf life.

Application of posthar-
vest chemicals has been usu-
ally the responsibility of fruit 
producers and handlers. 
Mistakes in dosage, applica-
tion, equipment calibration 
and coverage can result in 
excess deposition in certain 
fruit parts or whole lots. 
Good deposition, correct 
concentration and dosage 
per fruit are keys. Unfortu-
nately, in many production 
areas, postharvest applica-
tion methods are deficient. 
Additionally, there exists 
the environmental problem 
of the disposal of excess 
chemical residue in the 
packing station after fruit or 
vegetable spraying in an en-
vironmentally. Zero spillage 
chemical application systems 
have been developed, such 
as the one developed by Cit-
rosol in Spain (Citrosol zero 
spillage®), but only starting 
to be implemented.

An integrated approach from 
“seed to supermarket shelf” 
will be required to decrease 

the postharvest losses will 
require since many pre-harvest 

factors do infl uence postharvest 
behavior and losses  

Dr. Asghar Sheikh Nasir

IT MAY inevitable from various aspects, angles, view-
points etc. but the tax is really an axe for many as it is 
the era of IT and internet now a day. Current initiative 
of Government of Punjab on taxing Internet usage will 
hamper the sector instead of earning money for gov-
ernance. We are investing heavily on internet and its 
usage is increasing by leaps and bounds. It may be a 
positive step despite issue of many won’t be able to 
use it in a better way or abuse it in a worst way still 
we see it as an Axe cutting the tree of Information 
Technology. We are now an IT Society. The global-
ized village phenomenon has made us so close to 
each other that the proposed System Theory is more 
observable than ever before. Whatever we are doing 
to make our countrymen apar t from the others in the 
globe is going to impede our development in a way. 
We are taking steps to work for the betterment of so-
ciety but it may be all in vain. We are integrated into 
a society because of IT; whether for social network-
ing or education via internet automated movements 
or changes. We are getting “Mobiled” as notebooks, 
laptops and for sure, but what are we going to do in 
IT Society without internet? Perhaps, the tax is going 
to make the minds hungry for information processing 
more aggressive or sharper to think about the way 
to promote the usage of internet in some other ways 
and propagate it using new technologies which are 
not at all in control of government taxation policies 
or so. We are working hard to stop the News to get 
to the right persons only because we are intending 
to earn only for ourselves or a group which is sup-
por ting us rather than for humanity. We are making 
policies which are going to serve the elite class more 
but the nature is to nur ture minds and souls. The best 
for the leader is to do practically what he expects 
from followers to do. Pay tax and see who won’t be 
paying rather than devising indirect tax-mech which 
for sure will hamper those who are not at all abusing 
technology and having a strong positive social and 
environmental impact on society using IT for Shap-
ing Tomorrow. We should focus on imposing but not 
decomposing the sector.

An axe on Internet usage
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ABC CERTIFIED

Tell us briefl y about your-
self and highlights of your 
career?

My name is Malik 
Waqas, I am a 26 years old 
graduate from Regents Uni-
versity, London.

I got my degree in busi-
ness management. I have 
joined family business after 
coming back to Pakistan.
How you plunge yourself 
into cyber entrepreneur-
ship? Was that planned or 
accidental?

When I was staying in 
London, I used to order 
food online and that ap-
pealed me a lot. I realized 
that there is a lot of room in 
Pakistan and does not have 
such service. I braced myself 
to take the challenge and 
become pioneer in online 
food ordering in Pakistan 
and am enjoying every bit 
of it.

Where do you see yourself 
after 05 years?

I am firmly committed in 
expanding our site in other 
cities and also starting few 
other online ventures. We 

are working day and night 
to attain our objectives to 
make our site top notch in 
e-food ordering category.
What was the turning 
point of your career that 
led you to take Justeatis-
lamabad.com to the level it 
attains today?

It was hard initially to 
create awareness amongst 
people about for online 
food ordering and we did 
a lot of hard work in that. 
Once, it was done then 

there was no stopping for us 
and we charioted our way 
towards success.
How Justeatislamabad.
com is different from other 
online portals and how it 
has changed the trends of 
purchasing good quality 
food in Pakistan?

It is a matter of immense 
pride for us that we are the 
pioneers in online ordering 
and free food delivery ser-
vice in Pakistan. We started 
in 2012 when no other com-
pany was present and that is 
the reason we have the most 
market share in twin city 

region and the best thing 
about this service is people 
can enjoy the their favorite 
food from their favorite 
restaurant in the comfort 
of their home for no extra 
cost.
How did you manage to 
cope with the diffi cul-
ties that hindered you in 
attaining your objectives, 
both professionally and 
psychologically?

I reiterate that creating 
awareness among people 

and restaurant owners was 
startlingly difficult task but 
that didn’t worry me a lot as 
I knew that all I need were 
few early adapters and once 
done word of mouth and 
some marketing did the job.
Can a small online busi-
ness could also be setup 
with small investment? 

In service industry large 
investment is not required 
to mark your footprint in 
the market; all you need is a 
good idea and a bit of effort 
to transform the idea into 
reality.
What factors do young 

entrepreneurs must take 
care of before setting up an 
online business? 

Good team, market re-
search, and understanding 
the target market is very imp 

and there is a chance that 
what worked well in other 
western countries might not 
work here in Pakistan.
How do you see the eco 
system of cyber entrepre-

neurs in Pakistan? Is it 
encouraging for aspiring 
entrepreneurs?

There is no better market 
than Pakistan for starting 
an online business because 

it has not been explored 
yet and still has a lot of 
potential. Cyber industry 
is booming and has large 
prospects for budding entre-
preneurs.

Tell us briefl y about your-
self and highlights of your 
career?

I was previously a Lon-
don based investment 
banker running emerging 
markets financing business 
at an International Invest-
ment Bank. I am qualified 
from top notch Cambridge 
University and Imperial 
College London. I was pro-
moted to be one of the 
youngest Vice Presidents at 
any investment bank in the 
City of London. I was also 
awarded International Stu-
dent of the Year Award by 
the then British PM Tony 
Blair.
How you plunge yourself 
into cyber entrepreneur-
ship?

I always wanted to give 
something back to Pakistan 
and do something in my 
homeland. I have always 
been a believer in consum-
er businesses. Foresaw the 
emergence of internet and 
its penetration in the coun-
try and hopped onto the 
bandwagon.

Where do you see yourself 
after 5 years?

I want to take well.pk at 
a certain level in coming 
years and we are committed 
to make it one stop shop 
for all consumer health and 
wellness needs.
How you recognized the 
need of creating an online 
portal i.e. WELL.PK?

More than 60% of the 

market is fake. This prob-
lem becomes acute when it 
comes to health consumer 
items due to the potential 
side effects. More impor-
tantly, health is not a luxu-
ry but essential for the well 
being of the society.

We saw a big gap in this 
area. Especially tier 3 and 
tier 4 cities where access to 
quality healthcare essentials 
is even bigger a problem. 

At what level you want to 
take your well.pk, being an 
entrepreneur?

There are number of 
opportunities we want to 
credit and establish well.pk 
as a top brand as far as con-
sumer health is concerned. 
We are vividly working on 
it with highly skilled profes-
sionals that look after mar-
keting and operations of 
well.pk and we are certainly 
hopeful to meet our targets 
in couple of years.
Is there any mechanism i.e. 
do you ask for prescription 
from customers for particu-
lar drugs?

Well.pk does not have 
any drugs. We have a sister 
portal Dawaai.pk which 
has all drugs. None of these 
are dispensed without pre-
scription. Patients can send 
it as a scanned copy via our 
website or email. Our quali-
fied pharmacists are availa-
ble on the phone to further 
verify the authenticity of 
such orders.
How did you manage to 
cope with the diffi cul-

ties that hindered you in 
attaining your objectives, 
both professionally and 
psychologically?

There is one world for-
mula for me that is “Per-
severance.” If you have a 
vision stick to it firmly, 
be sincere to the core. We 
have also adopted this re-
solve and we adhere to our 
vision to provide only au-

thentic items with conveni-
ence.
Can an online business be 
setup with small invest-
ment? 

I partially agree with the 
statement. There are num-
ber of such examples in 
which startups started from 
low capital and reached 
the top. But as finance is 
the oxygen of the business 
it definitely has big impact 
on smooth operation of 
business activities. Online 
business can be setup by 
small investment but it will 

be difficult without a cer-
tain minimum amount of 
investment.
What factors do young 
entrepreneurs must take 
care of before setting up an 
online business? 

Vision; and there is no 
shortcut to success. This is 
even more pronounced in a 
country like Pakistan where 

venture capital and exit not 
very obvious. They should 
prepare themselves for the 
longhaul.
What future of cyber en-
trepreneurship do you see 
in developing countries like 
Pakistan?

Pakistan has enormous 
potential and talent. The 
cyber market is growing at 
rapid pace with increasing 
broadband usage and if 
the right ecosystem is es-
tablished and people in the 
industry are sincere to the 
cause the future is certainly 
illustrious.

Cyber entrepreneurship on 
rise in Pakistan: Malik Waqas

Aspiring cyber entrepreneurs should prepare 
themselves for the longhaul: Furquan Kidwai

 Malik Waqas is a graduate from Regents University, London and is founder of Paksitan`s foremost and pioneer food 
ordering platform justeatislamabad.com. He is dynamic cyber entrepreneur and under his patron-ship the website has 

garnered enormous response in short span. He shared his experiences with Technology Times in a recent interview

 Furquan Kidwai is qualifi ed from Cambridge University and Imperial College, London. He is recipient of International Student 
of the Year Award. Furquan was the eminent investment banker  and was the youngest Vice President of Investment Bank in 
London. He is an inspirational cyber entrepreneur, he returned to Pakistan to remunerate to his country, running his cyber 

business of online pharmacy with the name well.pk and dawaai.pk. Recently, he shared his views and experience about rising 
trends, and dynamics of cyber business in Pakistan with Technology Times

Good team, market research, and 
understanding the target market is very imp 

and there is a chance that what worked well in 
other western countries might not work here in 

Pakistan
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STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Mobilink, leading network 
operator of the country has 
launched its 
flagship corpo-
rate responsi-
bility initiative. 
The ‘Make Your 
Mark’ initiative 
is a key element 
of Vimpel-
Com’s corpo-
rate responsibility strategy.  

The fundamental objec-
tives of this initiative are to 
provide access of technology 
tools to youth, abetting them 
to cope with challenges at 
broader level that hinder 
their goals by any means and 
pushing them to unleash 
their potential thus play-
ing there part in national 
development at large. Fur-
thermore, imparting tech 
knowledge to the youth and 
equipping them with tech 
literacy is the crux of the 
project.

Anusha Rehman, Minis-
ter of State, Ministry of In-
formation Technology and 

Telecom said, “The Govern-
ment of Pakistan is commit-
ted towards implementing 

the latest technology to en-
able the youth of Pakistan.

Make Your make is an 
encouraging step from Mo-
bilink and will go a long way 
in supporting the Govern-
ment’s strategy of enabling 
the young generation of Pa-
kistan through technological 
advancements.” 

Chairman Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority 
(PTA), Dr. Syed Ismail Shah 
was also present on the oc-
casion, he acclaimed the ini-
tiative and hoped it will be 
create tech literate pool of 
youth that will cater the per-
sisting problems in ICT and 
Telecom sector in future.
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Pak-Turk identify areas for 
agri sector development

New feature included in 
zameen.com mobile app

PARC patrons’ soybean 
cultivation promotion

Flood monitoring system, 
a prodigy of PITB

Easypay, Elixir to 
online payment gaff e

ICT sensation: forge proof 
e-stamping system introduced

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
In order to advance the co-
operation in agriculture sec-
tor, a meeting was recently 
held between Turkish del-
egation and focal persons 
of Pakistan. The meeting 
was chaired by Rashid Me-
hmood, Secretary Agricul-
ture Punjab. 

Gulzar Hussain Shah, 
Special Secretary Agricul-
ture, Hussain Sardar, Ad-
ditional Secretary (Plan-
ning), Dr. Abid Mehmood, 
Director General Agri. 
(Research), Dr. Anjum Ali, 
Director General Agri. (Ex-
tension), Ch. Muhammad 
Ashraf, Director General 
(Water Management), M. 
Rafiq Akhtar, Director 
Agri. Information and Rana 
Mehmood Akhtar, Chief 
Planning & Evaluation Cell 
attended the meeting. The 
representatives of Punjab 
Board of Investment and 
Trade (PBIT) also attended 
the meetingt.

Ahmet Duren, headed 
the Turkish delegation. 

The Turkish representative 
and experts of Agriculture 
Department, Punjab dis-
cussed in detail the pos-

sible areas of cooperation 
for investment and to boost 
agriculture sector in Paki-
stan through collaborative 
endeavors.

The outcome of discus-
sion was the identification 
of five areas of cooperation 
and investment by the Turk-
ish company which agreed 
to work for the promotion 
of drip irrigation system, 
quality/certified seeds, 
value addition of mango, 
guava, and potato, contact 
farming through solar cum 
biogas integrated system 
for developing barren lands 
and hydroponic farming. 

PR: Zameen.com has in-
troduced a new feature to 
its Android app with which 
real estate agents and indi-
viduals can add property 
listings on the go. The new 
feature allows the app’s users 
to upload complete property 
listings with pictures directly 
from their smartphones. 

Users can choose to up-
load the listing right away or 
save it to upload later. The 
app intelligently stores the 
listing images and data with-
in its local database, which 
allows for smoother and fast-
er operation and does not 
need to rely on an internet 
connection in remote areas 
where 3G/4G services are 
still patchy.

The feature has been 
designed with a particular 
focus on user-friendliness, 
which ensures that every-
one from a novice user to 
an expert user can upload 
property listings with mini-
mum effort. The app auto-
matically provides a list of 
nearby areas based on the 

user’s location to optimize 
the listing upload process, 
and with integrated Google 
Maps support users can also 

pinpoint their property’s ex-
act location. 

“Zameen.com has increas-
ingly espoused a mobile-first 
approach, given that the on-
line real estate business in 
Pakistan is quickly becoming 
more on the go,” said Imran 
Ali Khan, the Co-CEO of 
Zameen.com.

“It has been a year since 
the arrival of 3G and 4G 
services in the country, and 
we have introduced a series 
of mobile-friendly features 
and products specifically de-
signed to make sure that our 
clients and users are con-
stantly connected.

STAFF REPORT ISB: A 
meeting was held in Paki-
stan Agricultural Research 
Council (PARC) aiming at 

promotion of soybean crop 
and highlighting its advan-
tages. It was decided that 
soybean crop will be culti-
vated on 1000 acres of area 
during current season for 
seed multiplication at Na-
tional Agricultural Research 
Center (NARC) and farm-
ers’ fields through contract 
farming in Sargodha, Chak-
wal, Attock and Northern 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with 
the collaboration of other 
national partners. 

The meeting was pre-
sided by Seerat Asghar, Fed-
eral Secretary, Ministry of 
National Food Security & 
Research (MNFSR); while 

addressing in the meeting 
she urged all stakehold-
ers including government, 
public and private sector or-
ganizations working in agri 
sector, farmers community, 
and other exponentials of 
agricultural sector to work 
collectively for the better-
ment of the sector because 
in Pakistan agriculture con-
tributes about 24 percent of 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) and has direct im-
pact on economic growth of 
the country.

Dr. Azeem Khalid, Direc-
tor General NARC was also 
present on the occasion. 
He said that soybean had 
broader genetic diversity 
that offers multiple uses, 
so in future new varieties 
of soybean with enhanced 
yield potential and other at-
tributes may be developed. 
Dr. Azeem also stressed to 
strengthen the linkages be-
tween public and private 
sector and said that it was 
imperative for agri sector 
development.

STAFF REPORT LHR: A 
meeting was held recently 
to review the efficiency and 
capacity of flood monitor-
ing system established by 
Punjab Information Tech-
nology Board (PITB). The 
system was developed to 
counter the problems that 
halted timely relief activities 
in past during floods. This 
system will keep alert and 
enable monitoring through 
real time monitoring dash-
board thus prompting the 
government and flood relief 
organizations to take neces-
sary measures timely so to 
minimize the losses that may 
be incurred in predicament 
of flood. 

Chairman PITB, Dr. 
Umar Saif was also present 
in the meeting. He said, 
“The flood monitoring sys-
tem established by PITB is 
now active and will account 
to save hundreds of lives of 
people, homes, buildings 
which are located on flood 
prone areas of Punjab.”

He also said that the 

flood monitoring system 
was also capable to keep a 
track of the latest flood de-
velopment while keeping in 
loop all the concerned de-
partments. Additionally, the 
system also had tendency to 
ensure the payment of com-
pensations to the affected 
persons transparently in 
brief time, he added. 

He further said, “The 
dashboard of flood monitor-
ing system is updated with a 
disaster bulletin on hourly 
basis and concerned depart-
ments during the flood sea-
son. Each bulletin contains 
necessary details such as the 
flood affected areas, injuries 
and the death toll. Flood 
Monitoring System has 
proved to be of great benefit 
to the government and flood 
relief organizations as well 
since it also highlights the 
development at the Head 
Works, barrages, river and 
canal banks, roads, spurs, 
dikes and bridges both dur-
ing normal water flow or an 
alert situation.”

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The online payment has 
always been a problem in 
Pakistan. In order to reverse 
this situation, Easypaisa has 
announced the launching 
of “Easypay” which is the 
country`s first online pay-
ment solution. This will help 
online traders and customers 
to send and receive payments 
through reliable portal. Easy-
pay ensures secure online pay-
ment services for the clients. 

It is a service that offers 
various payment methods 
for online buyers. Custom-
ers can pay directly to an 
online trader through their 
Easypaisa Mobile Account, 
or they can make payments 
at any of the 65,000 Easy-
paisa shops across Pakistan. 
They can also use their cred-
it/debit cards safely and with 
no added cost through the 

Easypay platform.
Yahya Khan, Chief Fi-

nancial Services Officer, 
Telenor Pakistan expressed 

his remarks on launching 
ceremony that Easypaisa had 
always strived to be frontrun-
ner to contribute towards 
economic development in 
Pakistan. This compact solu-
tion will substantially boost 
the e-commerce industry in 
Pakistan by offering secure, 
instant and easy integra-
tion of payments for online 
trade. Easypaisa will con-
tinue to offer Pakistanis with 
ground-breaking services 
and set precedence for the 
industry,” he added.

STAFF REPORT LHR: 
The conventional stamp pa-
per is vulnerable to forging 
and can be reproduced for 

misuse and malpractices. 
In order to address this is-
sue, Chief Minister Punjab, 
Shahbaz Sharif has issued 
instructions for issuance of 
electronic stamp paper in 
Lahore District. It will be 
expanded to various parts of 
Punjab afterword. This was 
disclosed by senior member 
of Board of Revenue, Na-
deem Ashraf in a high level 
meeting.  

The e-stamping online 
system is developed by Pun-
jab Information Technology 
Board (PITB).

Nadeem Ashraf said, 
“The main objective for 
this e-stamping system is to 

prevent paper and process 
related fraudulent practices, 
leakage of government rev-
enues, and store information 
in electronic form and build 
a central database to make 
ease of the verification pro-
cess.” He further said that 
the procurer of stamp paper 
will be informed through 
SMS. Nadeem Ashraf also 
hinted the awareness semi-
nars on importance of e-
stamp paper in Lahore and 
other cities soon.

The participants of the 
meeting included Additional 
Secretary Information, Sec-
retary Cooperative, Member 
Tax, representatives of IT 
and officers of Finance and 
Excise Departments.

The incorporation of 
technology in this segment 
will help to curb corruption, 
irregularities due to forging 
mafia that are usual in recent 
scenario and transparency, 
efficiency and accountability 
through the use of ICT inter-
ventions and e-Governance 
will be manifested.

Govt. increases 
sales tax on 

mobile phones

AIOU mulls to 
setup FM radios 

for students

Intel-Pakistan 
introduces Intel® 

compute stick
STAFF REPORT ISB: The 
federal government of Paki-
stan has doubled the sales 
tax on mobile phones. This 
was announced by Federal 
Minister for Finance, Ishaq 
Dar in his budget speech.

It was also announced by 
Finance Minister that im-
plementation of new rates 
of regulatory duty (RD) im-
posed on import of mobile 
phones will be withdrawn.

The tax ranges from Rs. 
300, 500 to 1000 depend-
ing upon the mobile phone. 
This tax is in addition to the 
SIM activation tax, which 
telecom companies are liable 
to pay.

Although, it will not af-
fect much to the sales of 
mobile phones due to rap-
idly increasing demand but 
still it will impact on low 
segments of society mainly 
with low monthly income.  
However, the tax imposition 
on 3G/4G networks by gov-
ernment of Punjab entails 
serious dubiousness among 
telcos and consumers.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Seven new frequency modu-
lation (FM) radio channels 
will be launched by Allama 
Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) to facilitate widely 
spread students across the 
country. The radio stations 
will be setup at four differ-
ent locations at the regional 
headquarters. 
The decision was the out-
come of the seminar ‘Com-
munity radio for learning’ 
held aiming at stretching 
the outreach of frequency 
modulation (FM) radio 
throughout Pakistan.

The seminar was organ-
ized by International col-
laboration and Exchange of-
fice and AIOU Institute of 
Educational Technology in 
cooperation with CEMCA  
New Delhi and Community 
Media Pakistan.

PR: Intel Pakistan launched 
the Intel Compute Stick – 
an Intel® Atom™ powered 
device capable of transform-
ing any HDMI display or 
monitor into a fully func-
tional computer – at an 
exclusive event. The event 
provided the opportunity 
to get hands-on experience 
with the innovation, which 
is small enough to fit in the 
palm of your hand, and re-
ceive detailed insights into 
its features. Ready to go out 
the box, the Intel Compute 
Stick will be available from 
authorized Intel distributors 
from spring 2015. Two ver-
sions built on the quad-core 
Intel® Atom™ processor 
will be launched in Pakistan 
providing users the choice 
of two operating system-
sWindows 8.1 and Linux .

Both devices come with 
Wi-Fi*(802.11bgn) and 
Bluetooth* 4.0 for connec-
tivity, a USB 2.0 port to con-
nect peripherals and a micro 
SD card slot for additional 
storage.

NUST starts 
training for 

executive
entrepreneurs

Th ar coal 
plant begins 

power 
generation

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
The five day Entrepreneur-
ship Executive Training Pro-
gramme started in National 
University of Science and 
Technology (NUST). The 
objective of the training 
programme was to equip en-
trepreneurs with the neces-
sary skills and enhance their 
vision thus fostering their 
entrepreneurial foresight 
to metamorphose their 
improvisation into profes-
sionalism. The training 
programme is organized by 
Professional Development 
Centre (PDC), NUST.

PDC had previously pro-
vided trainings, consultancy 
and services in various sec-
tors.  The training abets 
aspiring entrepreneurs to 
further their entrepreneuri-
al planning and implement-
ing objectives of the new 
start up. Managers, entre-
preneurial executives from 
different sectors registered 
in the training programme.

STAFF REPORT KHI: 
The Government of Sindh 
generated 1MW project 
from Thar coal power plant 
after a successful pilot pro-
ject of underground coal 
gasification process. 

Dr. Samar Mubarak-
mand, renowned scientist 
and Head of Project said, 
“We have successfully gener-
ated 1MWfrom Thar coal 
plant and presently 4 MW 
is present in the system. 
Electricity will be supplied 
to our system and nearby 
village.”

The government mulls 
over to enhance the genera-
tion capacity of the plant to 
100MW till year 2016.

Thar coal power genera-
tion was under severe criti-
cism from various circles but 
it will contribute in combat-
ing with the national crisis 
of energy and will abet in 
coping with the menace and 
reducing the shortfall.

 KPK launches 
billion tree drive

Mobilink cruises for tech 
literacy promotion

Pakistan-Korea to 
cooperate in S&T

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Government of Khyber Pa-
kthunkhwa in collaboration 

with IUCN launched its bil-
lion-tree campaign as a con-
tribution to the global Bonn 
Challenge on occasion the 
World Environment Day in 
Islamabad. It calls for the 
restoration of 150 million 
hectares of deforested and 
degraded lands by 2020. 
IUCN President, Xinsheng 
Zhang was specially invited 
on the occasion.  

A large number of rep-
resentatives from civil soci-
ety, federal and provincial 
government, and the media 
were present on the occa-
sion.

In his keynote address, 
Xinsheng Zhang said that 

the government of KPK de-
served appreciation on this 
much needed and valuable 

initiative.
Malik Amin 

Aslam, IUCN 
Vice President 
and Regional 
Councilor, Asia 
said that with 
such a huge 
plantation pro-

gramme Pakistan can earn 
carbon credits in the days to 
come and if the carbon mar-
ket goes up KPK government 
can earn a lot of money in 
the future. He mentioned 
that it was first time in the 
country that queues were 
formed for getting a plant.  

Imran Khan, Chairman 
PTI was also present on the 
occasion, he said that it was 
a unique programme that 
would have a long term im-
pact on the coming genera-
tions. He further said that 
“this campaign will not just 
focus on tree plantations, 
but will also create job op-
portunities for the youth.”

STAFF REPORT ISB: A 
meeting was held in Islama-
bad between Korean Ambas-

sador and Federal Minister 
of Science and Technology. 
The purpose of meeting was 
to discuss areas of mutual 
cooperation in science and 
technology and take bilateral 
ties of both countries to next 
level. 

Federal Minister of Sci-
ence and Technology, Rana 
Tanvir Hussain said that Pa-
kistan esteems the brotherly 
relations with Korea and al-
ways want to strengthen the 
bondage through mutual 
cooperation.

He also lauded the efforts 
of Korean government and 
said that it had taken promi-

nent steps in science and 
technology education, infra-
structure development, and 
several other sectors. He also 
assured Korean ambassador 
that Pakistani government 
will facilitate Korean compa-
nies in every aspect to invest 
in various sectors including 
oil and gas, power, agricul-
ture, ICT and telecom, e-
commerce etc.

The ambassador apprised 
that the government of Ko-
rea was always keen for S&T 
development in Pakistan 
and through its aid agency 
Korea International Coop-
eration Agency (KOICA).

He further said that In 
Pakistan, KOICA activities 
had focused on the voca-
tional skills development, 
education, health, water and 
sanitation related. 

Both representatives of 
respective countries Pakistan 
and Korea mutually agreed 
to tie up firm relationship to 
strengthen S&T infrastruc-
ture for sustainable develop-
ment in Pakistan.

AIOU introduces 
5 new skill based 

agri courses

Pakistan-Nigeria 
to promote agri 

sector
STAFF REPORT ISB: Al-
lama Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) has taken step to in-
troduce 5 new skilled-based 
academic courses in the dis-
cipline agricultural sciences 
in order to impart imperative 
skills tailored to industrial re-
quirements in students of ag-
riculture.  The new proposed 
courses which have been con-
ceived to be launched soon 
are commercial poultry, farm-
ing, construction of poultry 
farm, poultry processing mar-
keting and value addition.

Vice Chancellor Prof Dr. 
Shahid Siddiqui said that the 
University would gradually 
switch over to online courses 
in order to cater maximum 
number of students by tak-
ing full advantage of new 
technology.

Incharge of the office, Za-
hid Majeed said that newly 
proposed will be launched 
soon. He said that VC 
AIOU was committed to 
enhance the AIOU’s role in 
promoting skill-based educa-
tion through ODL system.

STAFF REPORT ISB: 
Nigerian High Commis-
sioner, Dauda Donladi 
called on Federal Minister 
for National Food Security 
and Research (MNFSR), Si-
kandar Hayat Khan Bosan 
to discuss the opportunities 
of mutual cooperation for 
the promotion of agricul-
ture sector.

Federal Minster gratified 
Dauda Donladi and ex-
pressed his deep interest to 
strengthen the bilateral ties 
of both countries through 
mutual cooperation in the 
agriculture, trade and other 
avenues. 

Sikandar Hayat Khan 
Bosan offered his firm 
support to Nigerian High 
Commissioner in areas of 
agriculture including arid 
crop production, fruit & 
vegetable production, har-
vesting techniques, storage 
techniques & facilities, pro-
duction of high quality seed, 
farm mechanization, ware-
housing, biotechnology and 
many more.

Pesticides are 
hazardous for crops

PR:  The excessive use of 
pesticides in agriculture is 
dangerous to crops, benefi-
cial insects, human health 
and environment. This was 
stated by Chair-
man Pakistan Ag-
ricultural Research 
Council (PARC) 
Dr. Iftikhar Ah-
mad while presid-
ing over a meeting 
of technical com-
mittee of a Public 
Sector Development Pro-
ject (PSDP) on National 
Pesticides Residues Moni-
toring System in Pakistan at 
PARC. 

According to experts 
about 60% of horticultural 
crops contain pesticides res-
idues above the maximum 
residues limits (MRLs) set 
by Joint FAO / WHO Co-
dex Alimentarius Commis-
sion (CAC). Moreover our 
water resources and flora 
are polluted with pesticides 
causing fish and honeybee 
population decline. Pesti-
cides related health implica-

tions are relatively high due 
to socio-economic status of 
farming communities. The 
international supermarkets 
targeted by Pakistani export-

ers are insisting on 
pesticide residue 
testing. Since the 
functional labs in 
Pakistan are not 
of international 
standards hence 
our products have 
been the subject 

to EU notification.
PARC in consultation 

with provincial stakehold-
ers had developed a five 
years PSDP project “Na-
tional Pesticides Residues 
Monitoring System in Pa-
kistan”. Provinces have 
nominated their respective 
focal persons.  The main 
objective of the project is to 
establish a coordinated net-
work of pesticides residues 
analysis laboratories as per 
ISO17025 standards, one 
each in all the provinces 
and Centre of Excellence at 
federal level.


