
Over the past two cen-
turies, media has contributed 
to the promotion of democ-
racy and making it stable 
throughout the world. print 
media’s role in early 17th 

century when printing ma-
chine was invented was to 
inform the people, but with 
the passage of time it was ex-
tended to educate the people, 
mould public opinion and 
create cohesion in the soci-
ety. Media to become a cred-
ible source, it should provide 
reliable and accurate infor-
mation, and ..........

the rOllOut Of the 
next-generation mobile In-
ternet services will change a 
lot for everyone — even the 
common man. But its biggest 

impact would be on smart-
phone sales in the country. 
It is understood that once the 
3G service kicks off in pa-
kistan, the smartphone pen-
etration is ..........

the pOssIBle rOle of 
teacher unions in support-
ing education reforms was 
in the highlights in the last 
week of December after their 

representatives attended the 
National teachers’ Confer-
ence in Islamabad. teacher 
unions have a long and pow-
erful presence in pakistan 
with many of them formed 
before partition. But when-
ever they have flexed their 
political muscles, it has usu-
ally been to protect the in-
terests of schoolteachers on 
issues. they have been con-
spicuously absent in efforts to 
improve..........
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staff repOrt IsB: Highlighting 
the significance of scientific research 
in national development, a recently 
held training workshop emphasized 
upon researchers to keep themselves 
abreast with the latest developments in 
information technology, update their 
knowledge and enhance their profes-
sional skills as it would multiply their 
capacity, perfection, and refine their 
approach to handle their professional 
activities.

The five-day training workshop was 
organized by the Pakistan Scientific 
and Technological Information Cen-
tre, (PASTIC), on “Scientific Research 
Tools” at the PASTIC National Cen-
tre, Quaid-e-Azam University Campus, 
Islamabad.

Main purpose of the event was to 
build the capacity of young researchers 
and to enhance their professional skills 
in data analysis, bibliography manage-
ment, and preparation of dissertation 
& research papers through utilization 
of latest software tools (QIQQA, SPSS, 
LATEX, EndNote & R Language). 

As many as 32 participants includ-
ing faculty members and M.Phil, PhD 
research scholars from different sci-
ence and technology universities of Is-
lamabad were among the beneficiaries 
of the workshop.

In the inaugural session, Federal 
Secretary Science and Technology, 
Kamran Ali Qureshi, was the chief 
guest while Chairman Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation, Dr. Khalil Ahmed 
Ibupoto, and Vice Chancellor Quaid-
e-Azam University, Dr Eatazaz Ahmad, 
were also present at the event. 

Director General PASTIC, in his 
welcome address, highlighted that 
PASTIC is a gateway to wealth of sci-
entific and technological (S&T) infor-
mation across the country. It owns the 
privilege to be the pioneer in provid-

ing S&T information services to the 
Pakistani research community since its 
inception more than 50 years ago. Be-
side, PASTIC also imparts training on 
modern aspects of information han-
dling and management by organizing 
workshops and trainings for research-
ers, scientists and information profes-
sionals for preparing them to meet the 
challenges of this digital age.

He further added that keeping in view 
the recent needs of research community, 
PASTIC is now launching a series of train-
ing workshops on use of ICT tools in re-
search for searching, annotation, manu-
script preparation and data analysis for 
young researchers which not only save time 
and effort of researchers but also bring 
quality output in the form of thesis and 
scientific publications. 

Federal Secretary Kamran Ali 

Qureshi while talking to the audi-
ence said that although recent devel-
opments of information technology 
have revolutionized our lives, yet with 
the passage of time more and more 
new tools are developing, therefore, re-
searcher should also keep abreast with 
these latest developments. 

He highly appreciated the role of 
PASTIC for the capacity building and 
facilitation of the researchers in dif-
ferent areas of research, which would 
surely lead to economic, social and cul-
tural progress, economic viability and 
defense capability.

Speaking at the occasion, Chair-
man PSF, Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto 
hoped that this training will contrib-
ute a lot in enhancing the skills and 
knowledge of researchers on the latest 
scientific research tools and will mo-

tivate the researchers to pursue their 
research works. 

Vice Chancellor Quaid-e-Azam 
University, Dr Eatazaz Ahmad, empha-
sized that the need based trainings for 
improvement of the institutional per-
formance are important to fill the gaps 
between availability of IT tools and 
their utility for promoting research cul-
ture in Pakistan.

He said that holding of such training 
sessions need to be continued future 
and suggested a stronger and effective 
coordination among the relevant depart-
ments and institutions so that the bud-
ding professionals and scholars could 
get necessary trainings. He offered his 
institution’s maximum support in this 
regard and said that we as Pakistanis still 
need to do a lot to come at par with the 
developed nations of the world.

Budding scientists, researchers need
 to get update on latest developments
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ClIMate ChaNGe and 
climate change deniers have 
always been in a conflict 
over ages. however, the 
reasoning always wins over 
arguments. thinking upon 

the lines of reasoning, what 
could be more evident than 
having experienced the most 
ruthless winters of all times? 
temperature is falling from 
-1 to -25 over a span of 24 
hours. unexpected and huge 
fluctuations in temperatures 
between +12 to – 10 over-
night. the alternations of 
snow and rains, and snow 
again. What else could be a 
better reasoning to prove the 
point? ..........

Education
Research and
 education for all
Where the eCONOMIC and 
industrial sector of any country is re-
sponsible for generating revenue and 
employment, the education sector, 
however, is equally imperative in cre-
ating the brains to run those economies 
and industries, and steer the country 
towards progress..........
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Teachers input
in policy making

The winter blues

Technology adoption: 
Smarter phones to 
become inevitable

staff repOrt IsB: Mo-
bicash has expanded its net-
work to more than 30,000 
retailers and still counting 
within first 15 months of its 
operations to become the fast-
est growing footprint of Mo-
bile Financial Services (MFS) 
in Pakistan. The expansion of 
this service is in line with the 
Mobilink’s aim to increase 
financial inclusion by provid-
ing financial services to under 
and unbanked population of 
Pakistan.

With more than 30,000 
retailers, Mobicash offers its 
customers the safest and se-
curest way to meet their finan-
cial needs. Mobicash is offer-
ing over-the-counter services 
including utility bill payment, 

money sending and receiving 
facility and a secure solution 
for mobile wallet services.

“Our vision for this initia-
tive is to ensure financial in-
clusion for the people of Paki-
stan where ever they are. Our 
widespread reach of MFS 
footprint compliments our 
robust service portfolio of 
over-the-counter and mobile 
wallet services and will go a 
long way in increasing aware-
ness and use of MFS across 
the country,” commented 
Aniqa Afzal Sandhu, Head of 
MFS, Mobilink.

Mobicash turns fastest 
growing MFS footprint

staff repOrt lhr: 
Strong links between academ-
ia and the industry should be 
promoted to strengthen the 
economy and the government 

wants to integrate higher edu-
cation with the economy and 
would allocate a large amount 
for education in the next 
budget.

Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Re-
forms Ahsan Iqbal said this 
while addressing the 3rd ses-

sion of Invention to Innova-
tion Summit organised by the 
Punjab University’s Office 
of Research, Innovation and 
Commercialisation.

He said nearly 100 institu-
tions had participated in the 
summit.

Punjab University VC Mu-
jahid Kamran, Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation Chairman 
Khalil Ahmed, UMT Rector 
Hasan Sohaib Murad, IRP 
CEO Abid Sherwani and 

ORIC Director Amir Ejaz 
were also present.

Iqbal said the government 
wanted to integrate higher 
education with the economy 
and would allocate a large 
amount for education in the 
next budget.

He also said that the gov-
ernment wanted to increase 
the exports volume to $100 
billion by 2025.

He said the government 
was setting up an innovation 
fund and wanted to provide 
maximum resources to uni-
versities.

He said, “Our future is 
associated with the progress 
in six areas; micro electron-
ics, computers, telecommu-
nication, robotic technology, 
man-made material and bio-
technology.”

PSF chief Khalil Ahmed 
said the Pakistan Science 
Foundation took part in the 
Punjab Youth Festival to pro-
mote talent of the youth.

Strong industry-academia 
links stressed for progress

staff repOrt KhI: 
Pakistan and Bahrain have 
agreed to exchange market 
information besides cooper-
ating in SMEs development 
in both the countries. 

The Karachi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI) and Bahrain Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(BCCI) have recently signed 
an MoU in order to promote 
economic relations between 
Pakistan and Bahrain.

According to the MoU, 
both the chambers will regu-
larly exchange market informa-
tion, business opportunities 
and economic delegation for 
promoting trade, investments 
and commercial exchange be-
tween the two countries.

Both the chambers will co-

operate between Pakistan and 
Bahrain SMEs Centres and 
develop institutional capacity 
for the inception and growth 
of SMEs in both countries.

“The agreement will pave 
way for further strengthen-
ing relations between the two 
chambers and enhance inter-
action between the business 
communities, besides help in 
improving the existing trade 
volume,” commented Presi-
dent KCCI, Abdullah Zaki.

KCCI, BCCI agree to 
exchange info on SMEs

staff repOrt lhr: 
In the pursuit of enabling 
technologically sophisticated 
manpower for industrial up-
lift, TUSDEC has joined 
hands with Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft fur Internation-
ale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH to foster the solar 
power industry with the pro-
vision of technically adept 
manpower in the specialized 
areas of photovoltaics and so-
lar water heating systems.

TUSDEC trained a pool 
of 125 solar technicians un-
der GIZ FIT (Funds for In-
novative Training) initiative 
of TVET Reform Support 
Programme, which is co-fund-
ed by the European Union, 
the Embassy of Netherlands 
and the Germany and imple-
mented through Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internation-
ale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH in collaboration with 
National Vocational and 
Technical Training Commis-
sion (NAVTTC).

A meticulous display of 
candidates’ assignments on 
solar equipment was also ar-
ranged at the high tech solar 

lab, established to impart 
practical training to the stu-
dents. 

The programme was de-
signed to punctuate more 
focus on the industry driven 
practical trainings so that the 
graduates would be immedi-
ately assimilated in the local 
job market, according to the 
company source.

Skilled manpower is the 
requisite for a successful tech-
nological intervention in any 
industrial sector and these 
would further fuel up the pro-
liferation of solar technology 
in the country.

Solar technicians get 
training certificates

staff repOrt KhI:  
PTA has announced that 
‘mobile SIMs in Sindh and 
Balochistan will be activated 
only through Biometric SIM 
Verification System as an al-
ternative of dialing 789 after 
March 31, 2014.

In this regard PTA consid-
ering most volatile security sit-
uation of these two provinces 
has decided to activate any 
SIM that will be bought from 
Sindh and Balochistan are 
to be activated only through 
recently launched Biometric 
SIM Verification System.

PTA advised customers 
the new mobile connections 
should only be purchased 
from the Biometric System 
equipped customer service 
centres or through franchise 
of cellular operators after 
April 1. Further PTA men-
tions the SIMs, which are 
bought before the said date 
would also be activated only 
via Biometric System. The du-
plicate SIMs will only be done 
through the Biometric Sys-
tem after April 1, 2014 across 
Sindh and Balochistan.

SIMs to be 
activated only 

after biometric 
verification

How social media 
has changed us



the rOllOut Of the 
next-generation mobile Inter-
net services will change a lot 
for everyone — even the com-
mon man. But its biggest im-
pact would be on smartphone 
sales in the country. It is un-
derstood that once the 3G 
service kicks off in Pakistan, 
the smartphone penetration 
is likely to increase with its 
sales also going higher.

United Mobile Director 
Ejaz Hussain revealed that 
currently smartphones form 
less than a fifth of the com-
pany’s monthly imports but 
the number will go up.

“Only 15 per cent of our 
monthly mobile phone im-
ports are smartphones. This 
number can increase by 50 
per cent within a year the 
once 3G service is available 
in the country,” Hussain told 
The Express Tribune.

The rollout of 3G technol-
ogy, Hussain says, will provide 
a strong boost to Pakistan’s 
smartphone market. Since 
the market largely remains 
untapped, he says every sin-
gle player will benefit from 
this technology.

The country’s smartphone 
market is only 15 per cent 
of the mobile industry but 
it is growing rapidly. With 
a couple of operators ready 
to launch the service shortly 
after the auction of the 3G 
spectrum due in April this 
year – the demand for smart-
phones is likely to shoot up. 

It is, perhaps, this positive 
outlook that United Mobile, 
which had been one of the 
country’s major distributors 
for Nokia, launched its own 
smartphone recently.

The optimism of mobile 
phone makers ahead of the 
spectrum auction is also re-
flected in the country’s tel-
ecom imports. Mobile phone 
imports for the month of 
February, 2014 – the latest 
month for which the data was 
publicly available – increased 
20 per cent  to Rs6 billion 
compared to Rs5 billion in 
February, 2013.

Mobile phone makers op-
erating in the country includ-
ing QMobile, Nokia, Huawei, 
Voice have increased their 
marketing expenditure mani-
fold, while running aggressive 
advertising campaigns to in-
crease their market share.

“We are investing heavily 
in the Pakistani market in the 
coming years,” said Huawei’s 
Head of Marketing Faraz Ma-
lik Khan. “I believe that after 
the launch of 3G it will be an 
exponential growth. We have 
conducted smartphone pen-
etration research in Pakistan 
and the results are fantastic.”

Nokia Pakistan, which 
once dominated the coun-
try’s mobile phone market, 
has also been active in an 
attempt to regain its market 
share. Last month, the Finn-
ish mobile phone maker 
launched two phablets — a 
mobile device that combines 
the functions of a mobile 
phone and a tablet. The com-
pany is all set to launch its 
first ever Android-powered 
smartphone later this month 
as well.

“The 3G technology will 

give the required boost to the 
Pakistan’s telecom industry,” 
Country General Manager 
for Nokia Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan Arif Shafique said. 
“It is only the next, natural 
step for the Pakistani market 
to become 3G-enabled. This 
would make the Pakistani 
mobile phone users feel more 
empowered when using their 
smartphones.”

The publicly available data 
shows mobile phone imports 
by value and not by units, 
making it difficult to figure 
out company-wise imports 
and market position of each 
player.

However, market sources 
said that Pakistan’s monthly 
mobile phone imports are 
between 2 to 3 million units 
– around 85 per cent of these 
handsets are basic and fea-
ture phones and only 15 per 
cent can be categorised as 
smartphones. The estimates 
are based on the tax receipts 
of the Federal Board of Rev-
enue, the sources say.

Besides legal imports, in-
dustry sources say that up to 
150,000 mobile phones, in-
cluding high-end brands like 
iPhones and BlackBerrys en-
ter the country through the 
grey (illegal) market.

While mobile companies 
refrain from disclosing their 
import volumes, the sources 
said that QMobile is the 
largest importer with nearly 
a million units followed by 

Nokia Pakistan that imports 
up to 400,000 mobile phones 
each month.

Among other brands, the 
industry sources say Samsung 
imports up to 100,000 mobile 
phones on average, Voice Mo-
bile imports around 200,000 
and Huawei Technologies Pa-
kistan imports up to 40,000 
mobile phones. Huawei im-
ports only smartphones.

Though the break-up of 
imported units gives some 
idea of the market’s current 
position, it will be too early to 
predict as to which company 
will benefit the most once 3G 
is available.

QMobile – arguably the 
highest-selling smartphone 
brand – has certainly estab-
lished a brand name dur-
ing the last few years but 
the smartphone market is 
still in its infancy, say the 
industry sources. The local 
smartphone market provides 
enough room for growth to 
every player. About 15 mil-
lion people access to Internet 
through mobile phones but 
many of them use feature 
phones, they say.

Smartphones were once 
out of reach for most of the 
Pakistani mobile phone us-
ers. However, the advent of 
new companies that have 
reached a wider market by 
playing on price, the competi-
tion has risen.

United Mobile Director 
Hussain said that the com-
pany offering the best com-
bination of price and qual-
ity would stand out with the 
larger market share, insisting 
that smartphones worth $100 
or below are likely to help in 
this regard.

Courtesy The Express Tribune

OPNIONDisclaimer: The opinions expressed here are the views of the 
writer and do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
newspaper.2

Dead Board needs burial!
Swindling public funds in the name of running government 
projects has always been a black spot on the performance of 
decision makers and subsequently the general masses have to 
pay the price in terms of economic problems, rising trends of 
official corruption, mismanagement, swallow of huge budgets, 
nepotism, favouritism, etc. The current dilapidated situation of 
Livestock and Dairy Development Board Islamabad is the best 
but worst example of this devastating approach. Though this 
Board, established during the Musharraf era with the purpose 
to promote the livestock sector, in initial years was a good 
experience, yet those assigned to run this Board during the 
successor government not only squandered the public funds 
but also took it to the dead level. Since the 2009, the Board 
has been dumped in the premises of National Agriculture Re-
search Council with no operations while its assets like vehi-
cles, bikes and other equipments, which were bought with the 
hard-earned public money, are either rusting or in the regular 
misuse of irrelevant officials who are relishing on it without any 
fearing of being accountable for this wrong. The main victim 
of this height of mismanagement is nothing but the livestock 
and dairy sector which received a big blow. All research and 
development activities of this sector have come to a halt; now 
one can just dream of any new initiative that could bring a posi-
tive change for livestock or dairy farming. Though additional 
(ceremonial) charge of the Board has recently been given to 
Federal Secretary for National Food Security and Research 
Taiur Azmat and Aslam Chouhan has taken the charge as its 
Chief Executive, yet it is now too late as no concern has so far 
been shown to take any initiative for its revival. It is highly pain-
ful to see the ultimate fate of such departments or institutions 
only due to the shallow or corrupt approach on the part of the 
decision makers. However, it would be a sane decision if the 
authorities wrap up this Board without any further delay as its 
staff - about 45 members - are non-operational, rather acute 
financial burden on the national exchequer. The cash-starved 
government can no more afford this financial burden while on 
the other side its further continuation would be acute injustice 
to the livestock and dairy sector. Pakistan is an agrarian coun-
try and livestock has a significant contribution to the GDP es-
pecially meeting food requirements. The decision makers need 
to take sane steps so that this sector is properly regulated and 
yields the required results.

EdTweet
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re-ranking of universities
THIS refers to a news item, 
‘PCST to re-rank universi-
ties’. The Pakistan Council 
for Science and Technology 
(PCST) is a highly respectable 
institution of the Ministry 
of Science and Technology 
and its recent ranking of 60 
universities corroborated by 
Unesco has been regarded as 
a gimmick by a responsible of-
ficer of this institution.

Furthermore, efforts put 
on the whole exercise are be-
ing wasted by removing pre-
vious data from the website. 
I, along with several of my 
professional colleagues, am 
surprised at this anti-educa-
tional/anti-research move.

Rather it is a punishment 
for higher education and re-
search institutions comply-
ing with PCST instructions 
and the data provided in due 
course of time. I think the 
PCST should upload its rank-
ing and mention that data 
was provided by only 60 insti-
tutions among 160 or whatso-
ever the total in Pakistan. 

This will definitely raise 
the stature of the PCST and 
pressure non-complying insti-
tutions in future.

Removing data from the 
website sounds quite a naive 
effort as the data once loaded 
on the WWW is always re-
trievable anytime across the 
globe.

Removing Pakistani insti-
tutions’ data verified by Un-
esco will put a big question 
mark on the credibility of eve-
ry programme of the PCST 
and tarnish its image.

The minister for science 
and technology should take 
notice of this issue by upload-
ing the ranking, and in case 
every institution provides 
data, there could be a second 
version of the ranking to be 
released in future.

R. Nisa, MD
University of California San 

Francisco

Quality control
THE PSQCA’s role begins 

with raw material and ends 
with finished products. In 
order to inculcate quality cul-
ture at all tiers of production, 
it must be ensured that certi-
fied laboratories must con-
form the raw materials used 
in different products.

This will result in the fi-
nal acceptance of finished 
products according to the 
specification given by the cus-
tomer since the minister for 
science and technology has 
also stressed that there will be 
no compromise on the qual-
ity control of a product.

Culture of white stage in-
spection during the various 
stages of production must 
also be ensured. It can save 
material and time in the ac-
tivity. 

There is a dire need to up-
grade/revise specifications/
standards according to the 
international requirements.

Much more emphasis is 
needed on the calibration 
of instruments whether ana-
logue or digital. 

This can prevent many ac-
cidents such as boiler explo-
sions that occurred recently 
owing to uncalibrated gauges 
which must be addressed on 
priority.

Most owners of factories 
and industrialists do not com-
ply with this essential require-
ment in the manufacturing of 
various products. 

Use of un-calibrated gaug-
es will render the entire lot 
rejected.

As Pakistan is involved 
in exports, quality control is 
mandatory to meet interna-
tional standards. 

The PSQCA director-gen-
eral must hold various semi-
nars/workshops frequently to 
highlight the essence of qual-
ity control and quality assur-
ance.

Lt-Cdr (r) Raja Riaz Akbar
Wah Cantt

Education By Irfan Muzaffar

the pOssIBle rOle of 
teacher unions in supporting 
education reforms was in the 
highlights in the last week of 
December after their repre-
sentatives attended the Na-
tional Teachers’ Conference 
in Islamabad. Teacher unions 
have a long and powerful pres-
ence in Pakistan with many 
of them formed before parti-
tion. But whenever they have 
flexed their political muscles, 
it has usually been to protect 
the interests of schoolteach-
ers on issues. They have been 
conspicuously absent in ef-
forts to improve the state of 
education. Whether it is the 
problem of determining the 
form and content of initial 
teacher education, in-service 
activities, teacher absentee-
ism, or defining high stand-
ards of professional conduct, 
teacher unions and their rep-
resentatives are seldom on 
the table.

But those occupied with 
education reforms know well 
that there can be no teacher-
proof changes in the system. 
If teachers are so central to 
reforms, their participation 
must somehow be ensured in 
the policy and planning pro-
cesses. Many fellow educators 
argue that since unions are 
teacher representative bodies, 
their participation in the pro-
cess of reforms could fill this 
crucial gap. It has been a mis-
take, they say, to regard these 
teacher bodies as part of the 
problem, when no solution 
can succeed without teachers 
being on board.

It is in this context, that 
the participation of over 350 
union representatives from 
all over Pakistan in Islama-
bad’s national teachers’ con-
ference — convened by AlifAi-
laan, DFID funded education 
campaign — is being seen by 
some fellow educators as a 
new beginning. The potential 
contribution of this event to 
bring the unions on board, 
however, needs to be clearly 
understood by the education 
stakeholders in terms of the 
difference between education 
and other professions. 

In order to think clearly 
about the potential roles of 
teacher unions, we must con-
sider the distinction between 
the unions and other profes-
sional bodies.

Pakistan Engineering 
Council (PEC) or Medi-
cal and Dental Councils 
(PMDC) are examples of such 
professional bodies. Both 
oversee the professional con-
duct of certified professionals 
in ways that help them de-
liver the professional services 
in accordance with a shared 
professional code of conduct. 
They are also fully involved 

in the development of profes-
sional education programmes 
for their members. 

The role of unions, how-
ever, is quite different. Unlike 
the professional bodies, they 
only seek better working con-
ditions for the workers they 
represent. The work of teach-
ers unions fit this definition 
quite well. Their raison d’être 

is not to protect public inter-
est, or to promote reforms at 
the risk of compromising the 
interests of teachers. Rather 
it is to secure the interests of 
teachers as employees against 
the potential excesses of the 
employer. This is the sort of 
role that teacher unions have 
also been playing in Pakistan. 
This distinction is too im-
portant to be ignored when 
engaging with the teacher un-
ions as agents of change.

The question that those 
who are thinking about en-
hancing the role of unions 
in education must address is: 
what are the ways in which 
the interests and benefits 
of teachers are made to rec-
oncile, in rhetoric as well as 
practice, with the interests 
and benefits of schools and 
students? In order to become 
participants in and agents of 
constructive change in the 
state of education in Paki-
stan, the unions will need 
to develop and expand their 
charters.

They should also take and 
justify well-defined positions 

on several issues related to 
state of education. For exam-
ple, the unions should have 
a position on such issues as 
teacher absenteeism, dropout 
prevention, and professional 
development. Many of these 
issues are identified in broad 
strokes in Meesaq-e-Ilm. But 
Meesaq-e-Ilm is what it says it 
is and not a charter of the un-

ions themselves. The teacher 
unions need to expand their 
charters to incorporate the 
elements of Meesaq.

The protection of students’ 
right to education and the 
responsibility of the teachers 
to provide each student with 
high quality instruction and 
equal opportunities should 
be part of a principled ap-
proach. The reformers, with-
in and outside of the teacher 
unions, should encourage 
the development of a culture 
in which the unions always 
justify the positions they take 
not on the basis of interests 
of teachers as a group but to 
protect the students’ right to 
quality education.

Teaching will remain a 
lesser profession unless its 
members take charge of the 
professional preparation and 
conduct of teachers. It will 
only happen when the mem-
bership of teacher bodies is 
drawn from a diverse set of 
institutions representing the 
entire spectrum of the system 
of education, including teach-
er education institutions, the 

unions, and the civil society.
I have followed Nation-

al Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics (NCTM), a 
group that sets professional 
standards for curriculum, in-
struction, and evaluation for 
teachers of mathematics in 
the United States. Many of 
its members were also teach-
ers in the universities and 

in K-12 schools and so also 
members of teacher unions 
at the same time. This diverse 
membership lent enough 
strength and credibility to the 
NCTM to play a central role 
in developing the standards 
for curriculum and instruc-
tion of mathematics educa-
tion in the US.

The potential benefits of 
Meesaq-e-Ilm will only ma-
terialise if it spawns a pro-
cess of professionalisation 
of teaching. The unions can 
and should play a role in rais-
ing teaching to the level of a 
proper profession by trans-
forming themselves. They 
should be encouraged now to 
take clear and principled po-
sitions on critical issues that 
affect teachers, students, and 
schools.

However, the profession-
alisation of teaching will re-
main elusive unless teacher 
education faculties, school-
teachers, research organisa-
tions, and the civil society 
come together to form profes-
sional bodies of the kind that 
exist in other professions.

ClIMate ChaNGe and 
climate change deniers have 
always been in a conflict over 
ages. However, the reasoning 
always wins over arguments. 
Thinking upon the lines of 
reasoning, what could be 
more evident than having 
experienced the most ruth-
less winters of all times? Tem-
perature is falling from -1 to 
-25 over a span of 24 hours. 
Unexpected and huge fluc-
tuations in temperatures be-
tween +12 to – 10 overnight. 
The alternations of snow and 
rains, and snow again. What 
else could be a better reason-
ing to prove the point? 

Canada and the related 
regions of the world experi-
enced the longest winters of 
the decade. Snow in March, 
without a clear surety of end-
ing anytime before the mid 
or end of April. Well, I re-
spect the opinions of climate 
change deniers, but at the 
same time, I cannot negate 
the winters and their cold 
and brutal reality that I per-
sonally faced during the Ca-
nadian winters of 2014. 

After having asked several 
natives, living in the region 
since long, the most common 
comments I could gather 
were, “This is the worst win-
ter ever, we have seen such a 
winter after at least 10 years”, 
so much so a 71-year-old 
claimed, “ I moved to Cana-
da 50 years ago from Mexico, 
and this is the most harsh 
winter I have seen since all 
my life I have lived in Cana-
da”. 

Enough of the evidences, 
time to count on the dam-

ages. The roads covered in 
slurp, the transit systems 
down, the highways facing 
accidents, as bad as over 100 
cars bumping into each other 
during a snow storm, near 
Barrie, Ontario. And not to 
be forgotten, the ice storm, 
which hit Toronto during 

late December, and deprived 
major divisions of the GTA 
of electricity. The affectees of 
power outage from Pickering 
and downtown Toronto were 
running around for four days, 
trying to find a refuge at their 
relatives or friends places. 

Winters or summers, the 
extreme weathers are becom-
ing more and more frequent. 
Every region of the world is 
bearing the brunt of chang-
ing climate conditions. How-

ever, the dismal situation is, 
when the governments and 
publics want to close their 
eyes and ears, and let the 
things to happen, no matter 
how worse they get. Because, 
to a few people, who are also 
unfortunately the opinion 
leaders, worst come worst is, 

only staying back home in su-
per effective heating systems, 
or very convenient cooling 
systems, as long as this seg-
ment of the population could 
afford the luxury. 

While the reality is bit-
ter and harsh, so many die 
of cold or hot weathers each 
year, and the ratios are con-
stantly soaring. The chloro 
floro carbons, which are 
supposed to support the 
heating and cooling systems, 

never stop damaging the 
ozone. The heat penetrates 
at a very higher rate during 
the summers, and is emit-
ted back even faster during 
the winters, not stabilizing 
the earth’s temperature, as it 
used to, a few years back. 

These were there horrors 

of climate change that the 
climate scientists predicted 
decades ago. The point which 
arises here is, is it the right 
time for the governments to 
back off from Kyoto Protocol, 
and not commit to reducing 
emissions? This situation 
calls of an action, Now or 
Never! 

The writer can be reached 
at ca.linkedin.com/pub/anusha-
sherazi/29/4aa/a3/

Teachers input in policy making

EnvirotEch By Anusha Sherazi

The winter blues

Teaching will remain a lesser profession unless 
its members take charge of the professional 

preparation and conduct of teachers. It will only 
happen when the membership of teacher bodies is 

drawn from a diverse set of institutions representing 
the entire spectrum of the system of education, 

including teacher education institutions, the unions, 
and the civil society

infotEch By Farooq Baloch

Technology adoption: 
Smarter phones to 
become inevitable

The rollout of 3G technology will 
provide a strong boost to Pakistan’s 

smartphone market. Since the 
market largely remains untapped, 

every single player will benefit from 
this technology. The optimism of 

mobile phone makers ahead of the 
spectrum auction is also reflected 
in the country’s telecom imports. 

Mobile phone imports for the month of 
February, 2014 increased 20 per cent
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Over the past two cen-
turies, media has contributed 
to the promotion of democ-
racy and making it stable 
throughout the world. Print 
media’s role in early 17th cen-
tury when printing machine 
was invented was to inform 
the people, but with the pas-
sage of time it was extended 
to educate the people, mould 
public opinion and create co-
hesion in the society. Media 
to become a credible source, 
it should provide reliable and 
accurate information, and 
work with utmost diligence 
to offer reports and com-
ments objectively. Analysts 
should present their analysis, 
which should be unbiased 
and free of prejudices. At 
the same time their analysis 
must lead to constructive 
recommendations for policy 
makers to safeguard the na-
tional interests; and of course 
national interests of different 
countries are at odds. Today, 
social media seems to be tak-
ing over print and electronic 
media, as the latter have com-
mercial interest and is gov-
erned by rules and guided by 
some ethical norms.

With the advent of 21st 
century, the focus has been 
placed on social media, which 
means ‘online platform for in-
teractive dialogue’. Social me-
dia sites are Facebook, Twit-
ter, Myspace and YouTube 
etc. Other sites are targeted at 
“creating communities that 
allow people to keep tabs of 
their social relationships, as 
well as explore and find other 
people with similar interests 
and hobbies to form new re-
lationships and networks”. 
We’ve indeed come a long 
way from communicating by 
the means of dots and dashes 
to using interactive multime-
dia content for communica-
tion, and from communicat-
ing in the planes of reality to 
diving into the virtual realms 
to communicate. We are in-
deed social animals, and are 
inclined to sniff out better, 
faster, and expansive means 
of communication that allow 
us to communicate more to 
a wider range of audience in 

less time.
Social media allows all of 

the aforementioned to be ac-
complished by the common 
man at absolutely no cost at 
all, or merely the subscrip-
tion cost of an internet con-
nection. In fact, considering 
that even big businesses and 
political parties seem to have 
switched to social media, one 
cannot deny the power that 
social media has to offer to its 
user-base. There is a percep-
tion that the advent of social 
media was never intended for 
anyone other than the com-

mon man, and was never 
intended to be used for com-
mercial purposes.

And the purpose of social 
media was originally intended 
for people all over the world 
to connect so as to share their 
ideas, opinions, thoughts, 
and creations. If one were 
to analyze various modes 
through which business firms 
called out to their targeted 
audience, a gradual shift 
starting from the print me-

dia in the early 20th century 
to television media, market-
ing always has been part of a 
firm’s objective. Andreas Ka-
plan and Michael Haenlein 
conducted a study in 2011 to 
illustrate the relationship be-
tween social media and viral 
marketing, while considering 
the conditions necessary for 
a successful viral marketing 
epidemic. The conclusion 
reached was that excessive 
planning while developing a 
viral marketing campaign can 
cause its failure.

Researchers at the Uni-

versity of Washington sifted 
through more than 3 million 
tweets, countless hours of 
YouTube videos and gigabytes 
of blogs to find out whether 
the Internet, and social me-
dia services like Twitter and 
Facebook really played the 
revolutionary role many 
claimed they did. According 
to the study, online chatter 
about revolution often began 
just before actual revolutions 
took place. And social media 

also served as an outlet for 
citizens of the region to tell 
their stories of revolution, 
which played an inspirational 
role for neighboring coun-
tries, the study found. “Our 
evidence suggests that social 
media carried a cascade of 
messages about freedom and 
democracy across North Af-
rica and the Middle East, and 
helped raise expectations for 
the success of political upris-
ing,” said Philip Howard, a 
University of Washington 
communications professor 
and the study’s leader. In 
Egypt, where the Arab Spring 
blossomed, Howard and his 
team found that the num-
ber of tweets that mentioned 
revolution in that country ex-
ploded from 2,300 per day to 
more than 230,000 per day.

The number of videos, 
Facebook updates and blog 
posts about government op-
position also rose dramati-
cally. Because Twitter users 
can send updates from any 
mobile phone, Howard says 
that the platform offers the 
“clearest evidence of where 
individuals engaging in dem-
ocratic conversations were 
located during the revolu-
tions,” since many people in 
the region do not have stand-
ard internet access, but most 
do have a cellphone. Social 
media might not have played 
a revolutionary role, but it 
did play an instrumental role 
in the wave of “Arab Spring” 
revolutions that swept across 
parts of the Middle East and 
Northern Africa, a new study 
has found. But there is down-
side of social media also. 
There is virtually no control 
over the sites, and some of 
the users can misuse by giving 
false information or spread 
disinformation. Sometimes, 
the language used in the so-
cial media is highly objection-
able. But, by and large this 
social revolution has changed 
our perception of who we are.

The writer is a political ana-
lyst and freelance columnist. He 
can be reached at <mjamil1938@
hotmail.com> and <http://www.
nation.com.pk/pakistan-ne...dia-
changed-us>

WhErE ThE EconoMic 
and industrial sector of any 
country is responsible for gen-
erating revenue and employ-
ment, the education sector, 
however, is equally imperative 
in creating the brains to run 
those economies and indus-
tries, and steer the country 
towards progress. Where 
education is the key to suc-
cess, higher education and re-
search are the doors leading to 
countless opportunities that 
benefit the nation. Where 
the distinguished faculty 
members and men of letters 
from Pakistan’s academia are 
rendering their tireless efforts 
in conducting research in the 
areas of their choice, it seems 
that the findings of related 
research are not enlightening 
the masses. Here the masses, 
or the ‘common man’ are 
unaware of the developments 
happening in various sectors. 
The term ‘common man’ is 
quite challenging to define as, 
today, it has become a victim 
of class conflicts. The self-glo-
rification of the elites and the 
powerful has, therefore, bur-
ied the common man under 
a pile of socioeconomic class 
stratification. 

Everyone is a common 
man if we look at society 
from a bird’s eye view. From 
blue-collar workers to the 
white-collar employees, from 
the heads of state to the work-
ers employed on daily wages, 
from the top executives of 
organisations to the popula-
tions dwelling in slums, the 
term ‘common man’ enve-
lopes them all. 

It is, therefore, the duty 
of scholars and the educated 
class of Pakistan to share 
their wisdom and insights 
with society so that aware-
ness and information can 
trickle their way down to 
the common man. Universi-
ties, the government sector 
and the Higher Education 
Commission of Pakistan 
(HEC) must make efforts to 
publicize these research stud-
ies amongst the masses. It 
might seem difficult to align 
the thoughts of the common 
man, including the major-

ity of the population unable 
to read English, with such 
in-depth studies where the 
technical jargon, hypotheti-
cal statements, data and find-
ings can confuse any man. 
However, there is, indeed, 
a way to narrow this divide 
— even if Pakistan’s literacy 
rate stands at 58 percent (ac-

cording to the Pakistan Eco-
nomic Survey 2012-13). The 
mass media — especially print 
and radio — will come into 
play if scholars need to cir-
culate their research findings 
amongst the masses. 

It is obvious that newspa-
pers cannot publish entire 
research papers; they can 
accommodate articles that 

summarise these researches. 
Scholars can write summaries 
of their research papers in lay-
man’s terms, highlighting the 
objectives of their study, find-
ings, analysis and important 
statistics so that the readers 
can comprehend the nucleus 
of the research. Moreover, 
adding colourful graphs and 

diagrams to explain the find-
ings will make it an interesting 
read. If scholars get these sum-
maries published in English 
language newspapers, they 
will ignore the population 
capable of reading only Urdu 
and other regional languages. 
Therefore, in my opinion, 
translations of research stud-
ies should be published in 

Urdu language newspapers 
and dailies belonging to re-
gional languages. Further-
more, to propagate these find-
ings among those who cannot 
read or write will not be that 
challenging as radio still re-
mains an evergreen source of 
information in villages and 
among Pakistan’s rural popu-
lation. Radio programmes 
discussing the summaries of 
research papers can impart 
information among the rural 
populace. The educated mi-
nority and those having ac-
cess to the internet can read 
research papers online and 
can purchase journals carry-
ing these research studies. The 
print media and radio, there-
fore, will disseminate the core 
findings of the research stud-
ies among the masses. In ad-
dition, universities can make 
research papers part of their 
curriculum so that students, 
during their formative univer-
sity years, can learn valuable 
theories to broaden their men-
tal horizons.

However, with having said 
this, another question arises 
about the purpose of circulat-
ing these research findings. 
Where education is a basic 
right, unfortunately in Paki-
stan, this right is a luxury for 
many. Therefore, the popula-
tion of Pakistan, which is una-
ble to attend school or univer-
sity, can at least gain awareness 
by these researches as it can 
add value to the vocational 
training sector. For instance, 
research study on crops can 
help farmers, study on thread 
and cotton can assist the work-
ers in the textile industry, a 
study on automobiles and fuel 
efficiency can prove useful to 
automobile mechanics, and 
the list goes on. The findings 
of any research study can assist 
in further research, will help 
in the development the vari-
ous sectors of a country and 
will facilitate those pursuing 
their M Phil and PhD degrees. 
If the trickledown effect be-
comes possible, then higher 
education and research can 
do wonders for Pakistan by 
broadening the minds of the 
entire nation.

infotEchEducation By Mohammad JamilBy Muhammad Omar Iftikhar

Research and education for all How social media has changed us

Purpose of social media was 
originally intended for people all over 

the world to connect so as to share 
their ideas, opinions, thoughts, and 

creations. There is virtually no control 
over the sites, and some of the users 

can even misuse by giving false 
information or spread disinformation. 

Sometimes, the language used 
in the social media is highly 

objectionable. But, by and large this 
social revolution has changed our 

perception of who we are

To propagate research findings 
among those who cannot read or 
write will not be that challenging 

as radio still remains an 
evergreen source of information 

in rural areas. Radio programmes 
discussing the summaries of 
research papers can impart 

information among the rural 
populace. Educated minority 

and those having access to the 
internet can read research papers 
online and can purchase journals 

carrying these research studies
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intErviEw

Q: Tell me about Pa-
kiUM.com?

A: PakiUM.com is an 
online music-multimedia-
showbiz blog. Since its in-
ception back in 2006, it has 
promoted over 800 Pakistani 
artists and bands. PakiUM, 
which is acronym for Paki-
stani ultimate media, is a digi-
tal media publication, cover-

ing Pakistani music, media 
and entertainment industry. 
PakiUM.com has around 3.5 
lakh fans - following on social 
media platforms. 

Q: What was exactly 
the motivation behind start-
ing PakiUM.com? 

A: The first thing to be 
motivated enough to create a 
model, is to seek inspiration 
from the existing models and 
that’s exactly what I0 did. I was 
a music addict; I wanted to do 
something for music and espe-
cially music by underground 
Pakistani singers, by the time I 
got wind of Pakistan’s first mu-
sic promoting website ‘kara-
chiunderground.com’ and the 
likes of PakMusic.net, UMR 
and J4Jumpy — I really planned 
to do my own. 

Q: What and how has 
been the response from peo-
ple?

A: At first it was good. 

You and your business need 
time to develop, and once it 
is done, all good things hap-
pen. Then, PakiUM.com 
has been stable. Now, every-
body appreciates, sometimes 
New-BE’s stuck with us and 
plan propaganda’s against Pa-
kiUm.com but it has already 
experienced its difficult phase 
and has been renovated as 
Pakistan most preferable and 
used website for music. 

Q: Did you face any dif-
ficulties while starting up, in 
the mid, or did you ever had a 
feeling to pivot or to shut this 
site? Why?

A: Yes, although the 
Digital Market is a real charm 
and can be a money maker for 
you, but you still need some 
amount to cover up your ini-
tial expenses. Moreover, you 
need little bit throughout the 
journey until you become sta-
ble to protect your business. 
There were many moments 
for me, I was lacking moti-
vation and the money but I 
never gave up, and I always 
believed that no matter how I 
am today. If I keep going slow 
and steady, the difficulties 
will end up bantering me and 
money and success will end 
up following me.

Q: What’s the best part 
of the next thing you are do-
ing for PakiUM.com?

A: Well, there is always 
a room for improvement and 
PakiUM.com site needs more 
advancement. As the future 
plan is to build up a com-
plete multimedia portal, it 
still needs many versions up-
grades, and to be honest I am 
looking forward to strategize 

and bring PakiUM.com up 
and huge like India’s Bolly-
wood Hungama Network. 

Q: Are there any other 
entertainment portals like 
PakiUM.com available in Pa-
kistan? If yes, what makes you 
distinguish from them?

A: Yes, there are many; 
what distinguishes us from 

them is definably our traffic 
and number of visitors on 
PakiUM.com. Currently Pa-
kiUM.com attracts 400,000+ 
visitors and 1 million page im-
pressions on site per month 
(as per Google Analytics)

Q: How do you look 
at the success of PakiUM.
com? Have you ever thought 
of such level of success when 
you had started it?

A: Of course, you 
never know what you are do-
ing right now will turn in to 
something beautiful or will be 
a failure story. Even the great-
est now a days – Mark Zucker-
berg started with an idea i.e. 
Facebook, and he himself did 

not know it would end up as 
the world biggest social media 
platform. Your venture is like 
a baby, you have to feed it up, 
take care of it and you know it 
is going to grow with the time; 
you just have to believe in it. 

Q: Any latest achieve-
ment by PakiUM.com? 

A: Yes, recently Paki-

stan’s publishers performance 
record has been tracked and 
PakiUM.com is at the 10th 
spot with all other giant pub-
lishers like GSMARENA, 
JANG, GEO TV, TRIBUNE 
and DAWN PK, etc. 

Q: Any suggestions 
you would like to give to the 
people who are planning to 
launch their own start-up?

A: Just follow your 
dreams; people will tell you 
much more than you know, 
but what you know just be-
lieve in it and be consistent 
and honest to yourself, your 
passion and your work. If it 
needs to fight for that, do it, 
just don’t let it go.

Innovation the core 
of blogging, social media eNGINeerING represents 

the backbone of any country 
to maintain its power and 
prosperity. Pakistan is a state 
where technology is the only 
way to improve its economy 
and reduce the poverty. To 
strengthen the engineering 
education and research work 
leads a nation towards self-
reliancy, as it produces all 
the necessary equipments in 
many fields through the de-
velopment of capabilities for 
manufacturing machinery 
used in industry and agricul-
ture, as well as in defence. 
Engineering education is the 
activity of teaching knowl-
edge and principles related 
to the professional practice 
of engineering. It is the ap-
plication of scientific, eco-
nomic, social, and practical 
knowledge in order to de-
sign, build, and maintain 
structures, machines, de-
vices, systems, materials and 
processes.

Unfortunately, we still 
have not received a satisfac-
tory outcome in the field of 
engineering and its applica-
tions. There are several rea-
sons behind the less improve-
ment in this field.

The major problem of all 
is the unavailability of high 
quality of scientists, engi-
neers and teachers. Due to 
this reason, we are facing 
several problems in the edu-
cational institutes as well as 
in the field work. Our own 
engineers are not capable of 
constructing latest designs 
and technologies even they 
are very helpless to control 
and maintain the machinery 
that we bring with at a very 
high cost. The reason be-
hind this is that they are not 
technically educated; they 
have not received a quality 
education at the standard 
of foreign countries. In Paki-
stan, we have a very limited 
amount of such profession-
als and engineers. 

It was felt that science 

and engineering could not 
be strong in Pakistan with-
out a critical mass of high 
quality scientists and engi-
neers, and that this is possi-
ble only if our engineering, 
and other, universities are 
strengthened. Therefore, it 
is very necessary to produce 
quality in our engineers and 
in past we had never stressed 
upon the quality. Till 2002, 
our engineering universities 
had hardly produced a total 
number of 55 PhDs in the 
last 55 years, while in the 
same duration Indian insti-
tutes of technology had pro-
duced 3000 PhDs. That is 
the answer of our common 
question that why we are al-
ways lagging behind in pro-
ducing quality engineers. In 
fact, most of our universities 

are pushing their all efforts 
in theoretical system rather 
than practical. Therefore, if 
we want to improve or boost 
up the quality of engineering 
education, we must have to 
create such an innovative fac-
ulty that can produce profes-
sional engineers in future. In 
few of the recent years, HEC 
as well as government are 
taking some positive steps to 
overcome this problem and 
they are investing a sufficient 
amount for development of 
engineering and technology 
in Pakistan. Till 2011, 5000 
scholarships were approved 
out of them 2000 were only 

for the field of engineering. 
Once we have fully high qual-
ity teachers in the engineer 
producing factories or uni-
versities then surely we will 
work that level and produce 
that kind of professionals. 

After that there are num-
ber of benefits that can surely 
boost up economy of Paki-
stan. Once we reach that lev-
el, then we can solve our all 

problems of industry, agricul-
ture, electricity, generation, 
mechanism, manufacturing 
and in the field of computer 
technology. We have every-
thing in the country with the 
grace of Allah. Once we are 
in the habit of doing with 
our own people then we can 
be in the list of self-reliant 
countries. Several nations 
in the world are working 
and leading the world just 
because of this reason, they 
have quality, their engineers 
can invent and so their future 
is bright. Considering Japan, 
one of the smallest countries 
by area and population but 

they are not less than any of 
the other powerful country 
of the world. Though it had 
faced serious problems in 
the past, but even then they 
are surviving better than us 
just because they know the 
importance of engineering 
education.

The rapid changes in the 
engineering education world-
wide require that, engineer-

ing education in Pakistan be 
paid more attention from gov-
ernmental quarters to justify 
its importance to the nation. 
Out of 185 universities in Pa-
kistan (including Azad Kash-
mir and Gilgit-Baltistan), 
only 30-40 universities are 
offering engineering disci-
plines for limited seats, thus 
the country also needs more 
investment in this area.

And the educational in-
stitutes alone cannot face all 
these challenges, but both the 
government and institutes 
have to work together along 
with industry to prepare fu-
ture engineers.

Education

Boosting engineering education
By Engr. Yaseen Siyal

Science and engineering could not get 
strengthened in Pakistan without a critical mass 
of high quality scientists and engineers, and this 

is possible only if our engineering, and other, 
universities are strengthened. Therefore, it is very 

necessary to produce quality in our engineering 
sector as in the past this sector had never been 

focused in the past. The relevant authorities need to 
create such an innovative faculty that can produce 

professional engineers in future

DaNIsh MuGhal has emerged as a successful professional blogger, a web 
entrepreneur and a social media fanatic in pakistan. he is the founder & editor 

of pakistani ultimate Media aka pakium and currently working as Digital Marketing 
Manager at tune.pK. During his recent interview with the technology times, he gave 

detailed information about his project pakiuM.com and his future plans.
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staff repOrt KhI: The 
7th Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Conference (TeleCON 
2014) organized annually by 
SHAMROCK Conferences 
International, will be held 
on May 14. The conference 
is held every year to highlight 
and debate on critical issues 
and opportunities concern-
ing the telecommunication 
sector, including ICT trends 
and its impact on economy.

The conference has gained 
a credible platform and at-
tracts prolific speakers and 
delegates from a cross section 
of the industry. 

The TeleCON 2014, or-
ganized with the support of 
the PTA, will feature dedi-
cated sessions on Regulatory 

– Pakistan and Global Dy-
namics/Standards, Technol-
ogy – The New Generation 
Mobile Services, ICT – Merg-
er of Technology and Human 
Endeavor/Potential and So-
cial Dynamics – Challenges 
in a Wired World.

“The outcome of the spec-

trum auction of new genera-
tion mobile services will give 
an unprecedented fillip to the 
industry,” said Menin Rodri-
gues, Chairman, TeleCON 
2014 commenting on trends 
and renewed dynamics of the 
telecom sector in Pakistan.

Leading luminaries from 
the telecom and IT sectors, 
technical and social sector 
experts and learned academia 
from the engineering and 
electronic institutions are ex-
pected to read papers address-
ing the core subjects in the 
telecommunication and ICT 
sectors.

TeleCON to be held on May 14

staff repOrt IsB: De-
velopment is not possible 
without public sector reforms 
and we are working with 
academia and research insti-
tutions like SDPI to move 
forward in reform of civil 
service, taxation system, po-
licing, criminal justice system 
and education, said Federal 
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Reform, Prof. 
Ahsan Iqbal, while meeting 
with Dr. Peter Taylor, from 
IDRC, Canada.

The minister said, “We 
appreciate the valuable input 
SDPI provided in the for-
mation of our Vision 2025 
through its engagement on 
inclusiveness, issues of en-
ergy, development, economy 

and social sector reforms. We 
are actively working to align 
the agreed national research 
agenda with our development 
priorities and goals so that 
there is development divi-
dend for every rupee invested 
in research.”

He also said that Pakistan 
is lagging behind in social sec-
tor indicators and we plan to 
give social sectors to priority 
in our development strategy 
to develop our human re-
source potential according to 
world class standards. 

The Planning Commis-
sion is working on collabo-
rative model to promote 
greater engagements between 
academia, research and gov-
ernment. 

Reforms stressed for 
socio-economic uplift

staff repOrt IsB: Pa-
kistan would have surplus 
wheat stock this year, as wheat 
crop will be over 25 million 
tons which would contribute 
a lot in evading the food inse-
curity issue.

Federal Minister for Nation-
al Food Security Sikandar Hay-
at Bosan disclosed this while 
recently talking to Finance 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar.

He briefed the finance min-
ister on the crops situation 
and deliberations of the Fed-
eral Agriculture Council (FAC) 
meeting held in Islamabad.

Bosan said that after the 
gap of four years, the meeting 
was held with participation by 
representatives from all the 
four provinces, G-B and AJK. 
He said that the upcoming 
wheat crop is expected to be 
over the national target. 

He said due to good crop, 
the country is expected to 
have surplus wheat this year. 
On the potato crop, he men-
tioned that the total produc-
tion is expected to be over 2.7 
million tons. He said that the 
total national consumption of 
potato is 1.7 million tons and 
the country will have one MT 
of surplus potato this year. 
He added that due to recent 
rains spell there is enough wa-
ter for the Kharif season.

Wheat crop
to be surplus 

this year

staff repOrt IsB: Sine 
the South Asian states are 
regularly confronting with 
the critical problem of envi-
ronment degradation, there 
is a desperate need that all 
stakeholders sit together and 
jointly look into the varied 
dimensions of climate issues 
specific to each region. This 
is doable only if all of them 
work in close collaboration 
in order to effectively address 
climate change issues. 

Experts and environ-
mentalists said this during a 
four-day summit hosted here 
by the Development Alter-
natives Inc. in partnership 
with Climate Action Network 
South Asia (CANSA) and 
Climate Action Network Eu-

rope.
Speaking at the occasion, 

Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairman 

Board of Governors at SDPI, 
observed that the Summit 
provided an opportunity to 
jointly look into the varied 
dimensions of climate issues 
specific to each region.

Sanjay Vashist, Director 
CANSA, highlighted that 

aside from being highly vul-
nerable to climate impacts, 
the South Asian region re-
mains home to over 40 per 
cent of the world’s poor. 
There is a need to minimize 
dependence on fossil fuel sub-
sidies and ensure adequate 
provision of basic necessities 
of life across the region.

Kashif Salik, Research As-
sociate at SDPI, observed that 
Pakistan is still a semi-indus-
trialized economy. He also 
highlighted the main features 
of the Energy Security Action 
Plan of 2030, which includes 
generation through renew-
able sources, development of 
hydropower, and increased 
use of nuclear and coal pow-
ers.

Stakeholders’ cooperation
 urged to address climate impacts

staff repOrt KhI: The 
government will not tolerate 
fleecing of general masses at 
the hands of adulterators and 
profiteer as it will continue its 
operation against the persons 
involved in damaging the cul-
ture of innovations as well 
competition in the country.

Commissioner Karachi, 
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui said 
this while holding meeting 
with a delegation of Paki-
stan Consumers’ Federation 
(PCF) at his office.

He said that they are com-
mitted to continue the opera-
tion against adulteration till 
the results are achieved to the 
satisfaction of the consumers. 

At the occasion, Huma 
Bukhari, Chairperson Con-

sumer Forum, briefed the 
Commissioner about the 
establishment of Pakistan 

Consumers’ Federation. She 
said that in a country like 
Pakistan where importance 
of consumer related issues 
like consumer rights and 
consumer rights protection 
is rather a neglected and un-
touched area. It is with this 
back ground that these Active 

Pioneer consumer organiza-
tions join hands in the better 
interest of the consumers and 

the society of Pakistan. 
Umar Ghauri asked to 

ban paper bags/sacks made 
by used cement bags, harm-
ing people’s health and lives 
as even wheat flour is also 
packed in these bags by flour 
millers and it should be 
stopped.

Commitment pledged to fight 
for consumer rights protection

staff repOrt IsB: 
Experts at a workshop have 
recommended a better inte-

gration among government, 
industry and academia to 
devise a joint policy to over-
come current energy crisis in 
the country.

The three-day workshop on 
“Sustainable Solution of Ener-
gy Crisis via Academia in Paki-
stan” “Bridging Government, 

Industry and Academia” was 
recently held joinly CAS-E, 
UET and UET Peshawar and 
University of Cambridge, UK.

Dr Samar Mubarakmand, 
renowned expert on coal min-
ing on Thar coal project, said 
that this workshop helped 
academics and industry rep-
resentatives to understand 
the framework necessary to 
enable Pakistan to gain sus-
tainability through secure use 
of renewable energy sources. 
He also expressed interest in 
exploring possibilities of start-
ing new projects with CAS-E 
UET in implanting new pro-
grammes. Dr Gufaraz, Chair-
man Govt Task Force of Ex-
ploitation of Shale Gas, said 
Pakistan has the potential of 
becoming 9th largest country 
in the world having shale gas 
resources.

Experts call for joint policy 
to overcome energy crisis

staff repOrt IsB: The 
United States is committed to 
provide assistance to Pakistan 
for improved water manage-
ment and efficiency. This was 
expressed at a recently held 
panel discussion on ‘Water 
Assistance in Agriculture: 
Perspectives from the US’ in 
the city. 

The discussion highlighted 
some of the major water-relat-
ed development programmes 
currently underway in the ag-
ricultural sector in Pakistan. 

Chris de Veer from the 
US Department of State in-
formed that cooperation and 
assistance is being extended 
under the five major areas, 
including institutional capac-
ity building on water issues, 
strengthening of bilateral re-
lationships, and investment 
in infrastructure, science and 
technology.

Another programme on 
research and development 
on water management is in 
collaboration with the High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC). 

Randy Chester from US-
AID highlighted that their 
programs are mainly focused 
on providing new irrigation 
technologies and technical 
support for efficient water 
management at the local 
level. 

Arshad Abbasi, Advi-
sor on Energy and Water at 
SDPI, observed that local 
communities demand their 
own water management sys-
tems and there is now a need 
for decentralization in the 
sector. Participants also ex-
pressed the need for South 
Asia regional cooperation 
with regards to water issues as 
climate impacts worsen.

US assures coop for 
better water management

staff repOrt IsB: 
Warid Telecom achieved en-
ergy savings of between 30 
and 60 per cent during the 
second Mobile Energy Effi-
ciency (MEE) Optimization 
project, reveals Mobile indus-
try body GSMA. After rolling 
out the energy-saving technol-
ogy across Warid’s network in 
Pakistan, the annual savings 
are expected to be more than 
$6 million and 19,700 tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions.
GSMA conducted the project 
on ten cell sites across the 
country and tried the techni-
cal solutions on four cell sites. 
GSMA’s MEE Benchmarking 
service assists MNOs to meas-
ure and monitor relative effi-
ciency of their networks.

Warid achieves 
up to 60pc 

energy savings

staff repOrt KhI: The 
Pakistan Standards Quality 
Control Authority is keen to 
support activities, promot-
ing quality standards in Pa-
kistan; therefore, it has been 
continuing participating and 
supporting Quality Standard 
Award activity since its estab-
lishment in 2010 to promote 
quality standard culture in 
Pakistan. 

Pir Bakhsh Jamali, Direc-
tor General, PSQCA, said 
this in his message read out at 
the recently held 4th Quality 
Standard Award 2013 and the 
Seminar on Theme of 44th 
World Standards Day “Inter-
national Standards Ensure 
Positive Change”. The event 
was organized jointly organ-
ized by TCEP and PSQCA.

Quality standard award is 
a tribute to honour business-
men and industries of our 
country, Award is strength-
ening relationship of trust 
among consumer products 
and service providers. 

He further stated that 
PSQCA has been established 
to advise the government 
on standardization policies, 
programmes and activities to 
promote industrial efficiency 
and development, as well as 
for consumer protection in 
the country.

PSQCA 
reiterates vow to 
support quality 

standards 

staff repOrt IsB: 
Speakers at the Pak-China 
Business Forum 2014, the 
grand 4-day business and 
technology show, discussed 
the challenges and potentials 
of biotechnology in public 
health sector from both sides.

Dr. Anwer Naseem, Secre-
tary General, Pakistan Acad-
emy of Science and Technolo-
gy delivered a knowledge full 
speech on current and future 
scenario of biotechnology in 
details in a workshop. 

Dr. Gan Zhong, Deputy 
Director General of Guang-

zhou Institute of Geochem-
istry, delivered his lecture 
on observation of persistent 
organic pollutants and car-
bonaceous aerosols in high 
mountains. 

Dr. M. Afzal, former Chair-
man PARC, discussed on vet-
erinary vaccines in Pakistan. 
Dr. BO Zhu from Institute 
of Bioinformatics, Zhejiang 
University, Dr. Naveed Khan 
of Agha Khan University, Dr. 
Irshad Hussain of LUMS and 
Dr. Mustafa Kamal, from Big 
Birds Lahore also address the 
same workshop. 

Potential of biotech in public 
health sector discussed

staff repOrt KhI: 
Buksh Energy Pvt. Ltd is pro-
moting solar energy solutions 
in Pakistan by ensuring pro-
vision of turnkey solutions 
for Solar ATMs which can 
become a premier solution 
for facilitating uninterrupted 
online banking services and 
overcome electricity shortages 
in the country, says a press re-
lease from Buksh Energy.

This will help to provide 
a 24/7 online banking ser-
vice to its customers.  The 
company had introduced its 
Solar ATMs in Pakistan in 
2012. It has partnered with 
Bank Alfalah, United Bank 
Limited and Soneri Bank to 
install solar ATMs, which 
will minimise frequent ATM 
downtimes. 

Solar ATMs for 
uninterrupted 

banking

staff repOrt lhr: A 
2-day workshop on “Project 
Formulation” has recently 
been held at the University 
of Veterinary and Animal Sci-
ences (UVAS) Lahore. 

Pakistan Science Foun-
dation Chairman Prof Dr 
Kkaleel Ahmad Ibupoto and 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Ta-
lat Naseer Pasha presided 
over the inaugural session of 
the workshop jointly organ-
ised by the Business Incuba-
tion Centre of the UVAS and 
Pakistan Science Foundation. 

In his remarks at the oc-
casion, Dr Khalil Ahmad 
explained the role of PSF in 
promotion of research and 
emphasized on researchers to 
communicate with the PSF 
officials and resource persons 
to get more information re-

garding fund-winning propos-
als. 

The Vice-Chancellor 
urged the faculty members to 
learn how to draft standard 
research projects/proposals 
and win grants from the fund-
ing agencies. 

Dr Mirza Habib Ali from 
the PSF explained the objec-
tives of the workshop and the 
need for good proposals.  Dr 
Arshad Hashmi and Dr Hafsa 
Zaneb also spoke on the occa-
sion. Later, resource persons 
conducted various technical 
sessions and trained the par-
ticipants how to draft grant-
winning projects. 

Nasir Mahmood Khokhar, 
Muhammad Israr and Asghar 
Ali Bhutto from the PSF and 
faculty members were also 
present on the occasion.

UVAS moot imparts training 
for ‘fund winning proposals’

staff repOrt KhI: 
WWF-Pakistan and Engro 
Vopak Terminal Limited 
have successfully carried out 
a major underwater cleanup 
operation at Kaio Island near 
Karachi.

According to WWF-Paki-
stan, there is a global concern 
that coastal habitat including 
underwater habitats along 
the islands are seriously being 
affected by solid wastes origi-
nating from land based activi-
ties which includes accidental 
spillage of solid material in 
the sea.

Derelict fishing nets are 
another serious threat to un-
derwater marine life because 
such nets keep on catching 
and killing fish and engage in 

ghost fishing.
Kaio Island which located 

near Gaddani in District 
Lasbela, Balochistan is eco-
logically a very important 
habitat known for diversity 
of the underwater marine 
animals. Marine life around 
the island is seriously affected 
by increasing pollution on ac-
count of accumulation of de-
bris around the island.

Sh. Imran, CEO of Engro 
Vopak Terminal, stressed the 
need for accelerated devel-
opment in energy and other 
sectors of economy as well 
as protection of the environ-
ment. Creation of awareness 
among general public about 
important habitats of ecologi-
cal significance is crucial.

WWF conducts successful 
cleanup operation at Kaio

staff repOrt IsB: Cel-
lular companies have said 
that they are finalising attrac-
tive tariff plans to lure cus-
tomers for 3G and 4G con-
nections, in the face of lower 
predicted penetration of this 
much-awaited technology in 
Pakistan.

 “Yes, we are finalizing our 
rollout plans in the aftermath 
of 3G and 4G auction,” in-
dustry sources said.

“It will be expensive ser-
vice at the initial stage but 
with growing competition the 
tariff will come down over the 
medium term.”

 To avail this new technol-
ogy, thousands of customers 
might have to change their 
SIMs in order to ensure com-
patibility of this latest tech-
nology on their phones. 

“There will be no need 
to get new connections but 
in a few thousand cases the 
customers might require new 
SIMs,” they added.

 They said some cellular 
companies have tested limit-
ed service of 3G in their own 
jurisdiction and found that 
the network up-gradation 
enabled them to run data 
communication on a much 
accelerated pace.

Cell companies 
mull tariff plans 

after 3G tech

staff repOrt IsB: The 
USAID is supporting the ar-
tisans of hand-embellished 
fabrics besides providing 
technical assistance to wom-
en micro-entrepreneurs in 
Pakistan.

Regional Director of US-
AID, Leon S Waskin, said 
this while speaking at the ‘In-
dustry Conference on Hand 
Embellished Fabrics’ recently 
organised by USAID. 

He said that Pakistan was 
achieving fast the reputa-
tion of one of the primary 
manufacturers and suppliers 
of unique hand-embellished 
textiles and garments to the 
international markets.

“The American people, 
through USAID, are proud to 
support this important indus-
try by developing the skills 

and market access of women 
entrepreneurs in rural ar-
eas throughout Pakistan,” he 
added. 

The USAID official fur-
ther said the US was partner-
ing with the people of Paki-
stan through government and 
non-governmental organisa-
tions to promote embellished 
products. 

Referring to the recent 
study conducted by World 
Bank, he said most of the 
women were engaged in tra-
ditional businesses like em-
broidery, embellishment and 
other handicrafts items. 

He said that the USAID 
was also working to strength-
en the businesses of women 
micro-entrepreneurs and 
make them economically 
sound. 

USAID organises moot on 
hand-embellished fabrics

staff repOrt lhr: 
Leading converged service 
provider, Wateen Telecom, 
has participated in the re-
cently concluded CIO Sum-
mit 2014. The aim of the 
summit was to bring together 
top influencers and leaders 
from the IT industry to dis-
cuss solutions for Pakistan’s 
IT needs and companies to 
showcase their products and 
services. 
The theme for the summit 
was ‘Solutions for Tomor-
row’, which integrated with 
various sessions and panel 
discussions on Big Data 
Analytics for Better Decision 
Making, Information Secu-
rity: a Continues Challenge, 
Enterprise Mobility Manage-
ment, and Cloud Migration 
for Cost Savings. Wateen Tel-
ecom was co-sponsor of this 
summit.

The event was attended 
by international and local 
dignitaries, CIOs, IT Heads, 
decision makers, and influ-
encers from banking, finance, 
telecom, energy and manufac-
turing. 

M. Azeem, Chief Technol-
ogy Officer (CTO), Wateen 
Telecom, with other dignitar-
ies from public and private 
sector including Mohammad 
Zubair, Minister of State 
for Privatisation and Chair-
man, Privatisation Commis-
sion Prof. Atta-Ur-Rahman, 
former Federal Minister of 
Science & Technology, Dr 
Frank Harper, Principal and 
Chief Innovation Officer, 
Intelligent Systems, USA, 
Nadeem A. Malik Director – 
Enterprise Business Group, 
Huawei Technologies and 
Adnan Qazi IO Toyota, were 
also part of this summit.

Wateen Telecom sponsors 
Pak CIO Summit

staff repOrt KhI: 
Prospects of a bright future 
for the engineering industry 
are very much here in Paki-
stan and once ready for execu-
tion, the already announced 
energy projects will boost the 
industry that will contribute 
a lot in progress especially in 
the industrial sector.

Speakers said this at the 
29th International Multi-Top-
ic Symposium recently organ-
ised by Institution of Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEEP) Karachi Chapter.

Chief guest was Amjad 
Parvez Janjua, MD and CEO 
Pakistan State Oil, while the 

keynote address was delivered 
by Guenter Zwickl MD and 
CEO Siemens Pakistan. Engr. 
Tahir Basharat Cheema Cen-
tral President IEEEP was also 
present. 

The participants also in-
cluded engineers, academics 
and corporate leaders.

Amjad Janjua expressed 
the hope that the symposi-
um will prove to be a useful 
venue for interdisciplinary ex-
change of perspectives as well 
as produce a rigorous debate 
invaluable for implementa-
tion oriented solutions to Pa-
kistan’s greatest engineering 
challenges. 

Engineering industry sees 
bright future in Pakistan


